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FIRST of all, let us clear up what 
the Patrick Harrington affair is 
not about. : 

It is not, as the leader writers of Fleet 
Street appear to believe, about the right 
to an education. None of the students 
campaigning against Harrington at 
North London Poly have argued that he 
should be denied an education. They 
have simply said that for a number of 
reasons they do not wish to be taught 
with him. Students approved a plan for 
Harrington to receive individual tuition 
~ it was Harrington, his lawyers and Mr 
Justice Mars Jones who turned it down. 

Secondly, it is not about freedom of 
speech. No doubt may NLP students 
would take issue with the publicly 
expressed views of law professor John 
Griffiths or NCCL General Secretary 
Larry Gostin, that Harrington, the NF or 
anybody else for that matter, must be 
free to express their views within the 
limits established by law. But even if 
they would not extend these rights to 
fascists like Harrington, the issue is quite 
irrelevant. Harrington is not claiming the 
right to hold meetings, sell newspapers 
or do anything else connected with 
freedom of expression. He is demanding 
the right to sit in on lectures with 
students who do not want him there but 
who do not object to separate 


The case of Pat Harrington at North London Poly has won massive 
publicity for the NF. But the issues have been confused by the media, and 
Harrington has lied in presenting his case. 


BLACKBOARD 
JUNGLE 


arrangements being made to 


accommodate him. One might have 
expected a little more rigour and clarity 
of thought from academics and civil 
libertarians. 

So what is the issue? Quite simply it is 
this: the National Front, especially in 
Londen, has a record of publicly 
identifying left-wing and black activists 
on ‘hit lists’ in its publications, and 
singling them out for harrassment and 
violence. Students on the philosophy 
course on which Harrington is also 
enrolled are quite simply fearful that this 
might happen to them if they express 
their views openly in lectures or 
seminars where he is in attendance. 

These fears have been wholly ignored 
by Mr Justice Mars Jones, who 
presumably has never been privileged to 
appear on a Front hit list, and who has 
consistently ruled in Harrington’s favour 
— even to the point of instructing poly 
lecturers to identify students involved in 
the picket against Harrington so that 
they might be dealt with for contempt of 
his earlier order that the picketing should 
cease. 

When the lecturers declined to do so 
— not least of all because they feared 
that identification in this context would 
expose students to the very risks they 
were trying to avoid — Mr Justice Mars 


BRITTAN’S BLIND EYE 


ONLY a few weeks ago, complaints that strike-breaking miners in Nottinghamshire villages were 
having their windows broken or their cars damaged, galvanised Home Secretary Leon Brittan into 


aia Immediately, he announced special police patrols, sometimes undercover, to guarantee their 
safety. 

Now contrast that with East London. The constant campaign of racist attacks has become almost a 
war. A black man has his eyes gouged out by racists. A black youth is kidnapped in a car and beaten 
with hammers. And horrifying new catalogues of attacks compiled by local monitoring groups reveal 
that both the scale and frequency of these attacks is increasing alarmingly. 

The police are doing little: often claiming robbery as a motive for attacks where clearly it was not. 
And the Home Secretary does absolutely nothing. No special squads. No undercover operations. Not 
even an expression of concern. Black people organising their own defence campaigns have concluded 
— probably quite rightly — that he just doesn’t give a damn. Despite all his talk during the miners’ 
strike, it’s not ‘‘the rule of law’’ that moves him. It’s simply that strike-breaking miners figure much 
higher on his scale of political priorities than London’s beleaguered black people. 
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in all of ‘this, needless to say, the NF 
have reaped a plentiful harvest of 


publicity, helped along by those 


academics, pundits and leader writers 
who, in their muddle-headed way, 


insisted on turning it into an issue either 
of access to education or of freedom of _ 


speech. 

Shoddy journalism 

And then having turned the issue on its 
head, the same pundits — not least of all 
London Weekend Television's London 
Programme — turned around and 


solemnly proclaimed that by making 
Harrington a “civil liberties martyr’ the 


students of NLP have ‘‘shot themselves © 


in the foot’ or “scored an own goal’. 
But he is only a civil liberties martyr 
because press and television have quite 
falsely turned it into a civil liberties issue. 

And it has all been shoved along by 
some pretty shoddy journalism. The 
London Programme, for instance, 
wheeled in Guardian writer Martin 
Walker to tell us that the clever NF long 
ago decided upon a policy of seizing civil 
liberties issues to pose as underdogs 
and win wider support by ‘tripping up 
democracy’’. He cited both the 
Harrington case and the recent 
controversial case where legal advice 
was given to the Front by the NCCL. 

There are two points to be made here. 
Firstly, it is not long since the same 
Martin Walker was telling visiting 
foreign journalists that he had been 
completely out of touch with what was 
happening on the far right since the 
publication of his book about the NF 
more than seven years ago. And now he 
waltzes in as an expert on contemporary 
Front strategy and thinking. [ 

Secondly, his theory does not fit the 
facts. The NF did not try to make capital 
out of the help they got from the NCCL. 
The matter only became public when an 
NCCL officer let it slip over the ‘phone to 
one of Walker's Guardian colleagues. 
Nor did Harrington go out of his way to 
escalate things at NLP — he was only 
identified by chance from a picture in 
the poly’s student newspaper Fuse. And 
then he disappeared from the poly in 
order, he admitted later, to see if things 
would die down. Hardly, in either case, 
behaviour consistant with the idea of a 
party deliberately seeking out and 
exploiting civil liberties issues. 

The central issue is the question of 
NF violence, but wherever it has 
been raised Harrington has resorted 
to a simple device — he has lied 
through his teeth. And for a long 
time he got away with it. 

_ For instance, in letters appended to 
his. affidavit to the High Court, 
Harrington said quite explicitly that he 
had never, and would never, advocate 
petrol bomb attacks against opponents. 

But Searchlight has a tape recording of 
a conversation Harrington had with ANL 
members at Chapel Market in Islington 
during an NF paper sale in August 1981. 


NATIONAL_ FRONT 
WANDSWORTH BRANCH 


P.O. Box 64, London, S.W.18. 


NF 


President: Richard Wagenaar, 


Organiser: Peter Berbridge. Chairman: Keith Martin. Secretary: Patrick Harrington, 


Press and Elections Officer: Michael Salt. 


Treasurer: Shirley Attree. 


Wandsworth NF bulletin implicates Front in ‘hit lists’. 


4) SOUTH LONDON NEWS INFURIATES ANAL! 


‘> local journal "South London News" has been threatened with prosecution under the 


Wa «lations Act following claims that it was responsible for attacks made on the 
hin nes of prominent left-wingers living in Wandeworth. After an alleged “midnight 
aitaci" on the home of Anti Nazi League Spokesman, Mr.Peter Hain of 14 Brandlehow Rd, 
Putney, a delegation was sent to demand action against the paper from the notorious 
Communi ty Relations Squad of New Scotland Yard. Our obliging police force are now 
ittempt:ng to find out who runs the paper so that they can prosecute. We remind 

ine ibe that all enquiries concerning the journal should be directed to Michael Salt, 


ie Branch Press Officer. 


A samp.e copy of "South London News" can be obtained for 25p from our P.0. Box. 
sabscriptions are £2,50 for 12, make all cheques payable to Wandsworth NF. 


In it, he makes quite clear that he would 
approve of firebomb attacks on 
opponents. The conversation, word for 
word, was as follows: 

ANL member: Oh, so you honestly 
think the police are here to protect us, 
right . 

Harrington: They are! Look, if the 
police weren't there .. . 

ANL member: What do you mean? 
When you're firebombing? That's why 
they need to protect us . . . is that what 
you mean? 

Harrington: Yes. That's what I’m 
saying ... you're protected by the 
police. The police are your allies. 

ANL member: So you'd do more 


firebombing and things like that if it _ 


wasn’t for the police? 
Harrington: Yes! 
ANL member: You would? 
_ Harrington: Yes! 


In the same document submitted to 
the High Court, Harrington dealt with 
the question of hit lists, specifically 
those which featured in South London 
News, produced by Wandsworth NF 
branch. Harrington declared that South 
London News was not connected with 


the Front, that it used the Wandsworth 
branch's PO box address without the - 
_NF’s knowledge, and that the NF had > 
taken steps to stop South London News — 





branch press officer, Michael Salt, ; 


mail which was being delivered to 
Front. 

Again, he is lying. Searchlight ha 
copy of a March 1981 Wandsw« 
branch bulletin, issued when Harringt 
was branch secretary. It openly adn 
that South London News is “our | 
journal’, and advertises it for sal 
despite acknowledging © (gleefully, 
anything) complaints that later “atta 
were made on the homes of prominen 
left wingers living in Wandswort 
According to the bulletin, all enqui 
about South London News should b 
addressed to the then Wandsworth 























cheques for copies of South London 
News should be “made — ) 
Wandsworth NF’. 


Split 


The whole episode — crested som 
thing of a split in the Front, Pup 





a order offences. - 


GHADDAFI IMPLICATED IN 
NF ‘STRASSERITE’ FUNDING 


DID Colonel Ghaddafi finance the young “Strasserite” faction 
which seized control of the National Front at the end of last year? 
That is the intriguing question raised by the latest letter circulated 
to his supporters by ousted Front organiser Martin Webster in his 
continuing battle to be reinstated into the party. 


Webster, 
Battersea flat, 


closeted away in his 
is currently in the 


middle of legal proceedings against NF 
chairman Andrew Brons, his deputy 


3 





Ian Anderson and seven other 
members of the Front’s National 
Directorate, alleging that his expulsion 
from the party was unlawful and 
seeking reinstatement. He has also 
begun industrial tribunal proceedings 
claiming he was unfairly dismissed 
from his post as national activities 
organiser. 

At the same time, however, he is keeping 
up his war of words with the Nick 
Griffin/Joe Pearce faction which ousted 
him, through the circulation of occasional 
bulletins in which he teasingly reveals more 
and more about the activities of the 
“Rising”? group. Though a journal of the 
same name, the Strasserites worked with 
Italian terrorist fugitives to build the 
faction which engineered the coup against 
Webster. 

Tucked away at the end of his latest letter 





comes Webster’s bombshell allegation that 
the ‘‘Rising’’ group, through its editor 
Derek Holland, was receiving funds from 
the recently closed down Libyan Embassy. 

It comes in a reference to a recent NF 
circular from Ian Anderson which denies 
the presence of ‘‘a mythical group of 
mediterraneans . . . Italians, Spaniards or 
even N. Africans on the Directorate’’. 

Webster asks, ‘‘Why did Anderson’s 
edict mention ‘‘N. Africans’’? He knows I 
know of ‘business’ between Holland, on 
behalf of Rising, and Libyan Embassy 
officials. Last week’s siege makes this a 
rather delicate matter for an expert on 
Strategy and Non-Violence to explain! How 
did Holland use the money? None of it 
came the NF’s way! A blessing in disguise, 
in view of recent events!’’ 

It is not yet clear how extensive such help 
might have been, but one incident Webster 
will certainly have in mind is the financing 
of an anti-semitic supplement about Israel 
which appeared several months ago in 
Nationalism Today, and which has since 
been sold and distributed separately. 
Nationalism Today was for a long time the 
mouthpiece of the ‘Rising’ group inside the 
Front, and was controlled by Pearce and 
Griffin. The supplement was actually 
written by Derek Holland. 

Webster’s circular, headed ‘‘Some 
enlightenment about that ‘Mythical’ group 
of mediterraneans’’, also makes new 
allegations about links between the NF and 
the Italian terrorists with whom Griffin and 
Pearce are known to have been 
cooperating: 

“Thus far’’, he writes, ‘‘I have only 
specified the involvement of NF officials 
with the Italian terrorist led Rising group. 
Some of the facts relative to that were 
established by an official NF Executive 
Council enquiry last October NF 


did Anderson's 
mention "N. 
s"? He knows 
"business" 
between Holland, on 
behalf of RISING, 
and Libyan Embassy 
officials. Last 


week's siege makes 
this a rather deli- 


cate matter for an 
‘expert' on Strategy 
and Non-Violence to 
explein! How did 
Holland use the 
money? None if it 
came the NF's way! 

A blessing in dis- 
guise, in view of 
recent events! 





Webster spills the beans in latest letter to 
supporters. Left: Derek Holland. 


chairman Andrew Brons disapproved of the 
enquiry and indeed invited the leader of 
Rising, Roberto Fiore, to his home for a 
day long meeting to discuss this internal NF 
business. .. On their own admission, Mr 
Anderson and Joe Pearce regularly meet 
Fiore and the other Italians. Mr Anderson 
made no comment when Holland was 
driven back to the NF vigil outside 
Mildenhall US air base on 6th January by 
four black uniformed Rising wops (sic). . . 
So much for these Mediterraneans being 
‘mythical’!’’ 


JOURNALIST SHOT BY GUNMEN HAD 
FEATURED IN ‘BULLDOG’ HIT-LIST 


BULLDOG BLACKLIST 


85 Greville Janner 
86 Jim Campbell 
87 Leon Brittan 


Secret Message 


A SECRET telephone message was received 
recently from Belfast that revealed John 
Carey’s (a reporter for Sunday World) real 
name as Jim Campbell. 

Campbell has been involved in writing 
smear articles on the National Front for 
Sunday World. Dublih based Sunday World 
is as well known in Northern Ireland for its 
fairy stories as the News of the World is on 
mainland Britain. 

The smear articles are a crude attempt to 
split the loyalist cause and thus smash British 
Solidarity. Jim Campbell might just as well 
be a member of Sinn Fein because they are 
the only ones who could possibly benefit 
from his lies. 





SUNDAY 
WORLD 


This is the reality of NF ‘“‘hit lists’’. 

Only a few weeks ago the Young NF 
paper, Bulldog, published a hit list 
which included Belfast journalist Jim 
Campbell. A few days later gunmen 
called on him and he narrowly escaped 
an assassination attempt. Only 
emergency surgery to remove bullets 
from his abdomen saved his life. 

The Front have been particularly 
active in Northern Ireland lately, 
organising marches and distributing 
their literature. But this is the first time 
that an individual from the province has 
been included on a hit list. 

The Royal Ulster Constabulary are 
now probing possible links between this 
and the shooting, and police protection 
has been given to others on the same list. 


Left: from Bulldog 38. Jim Campbell 
fingered by the Front. 





The voice of disadvantaged youth? If so, 
the increasingly wild thugs of London’s NF 
have a strange way of showing it. On 
Saturday 10 June they invaded the stage at 
the GLC’s Jobs for a Change Festival in 
London, where thousands of young 
unemployed people were, until then, 
enjoying a day of music and fun. NF 
skinheads attacked stalls, people in the 
audience, and members of bands with 
bottles and other weapons. Damage was 
also done to County Hall. 

But they didn’t get it all their own way: 
many of the audience took exception to the 
Front’s interference and physically removed 
them. A doctor at the nearby hospital said 
that most of the patients he treated that 
evening were from the gang of skins who 
started the trouble. Police made a number 
of arrests. 





Yesterday and Tomorrow. Roots 
of the National-Revolution (Rising 


Press) 
‘‘The end of the Second World War 
saw much of Europe in ruins . . . Two 


disastrous ‘Brothers’ Wars’ sapped the 
European countries and left the way 
open to the temporary overlordship of 
Moscow and Wall Street. The genetic 
vacuum left by the slaughter has been 
filled by alien blood, by the surplus 
populations of Africa and Asia.’’ So 
begins a new booklet from Rising 
Press, the recently launched group of 
National Front members, Italian 
fascist exiles and others. The themes in 
those opening sentences are the 
familiar complaints of the modern 
extreme right. But the booklet is not 
the mixture as usual. 

The tide is turning, it declares, young 
people in the White nations are looking to 
their spiritual and ideological heritage, and 
this collection of writings from the past will 
bring forward once more the ideas they 
need. But these are not the ideas of the man 
himself, Adolf Hitler, curiously absent 
from the pages that follow, Instead we are 
offered Otto Strasser, the leader of a 
breakaway from the nazis at the beginning 
of the thirties; his brother Gregor Strasser, 
killed on Hitler’s orders in 1934, in the 
words of the Rising booklet, ‘‘butchered to 
ensure the safety of reactionary 
industrialists and estate owners’’, and, most 
astonishingly, the British socialists Robert 
Blatchford and William Morris. For Rising 
Press racial nationalism is not a reactionary 
but a radical tradition, not a supporter of 
healthy national capital against ‘alien’ 
international finance, as Hitlerites see 
themsevles, but an opposition to capitalism 
as such. Almost a decade after the NF’s 
rejection of Strasserism, the radical version 
of anti-semitism and anti-Marxism 


Nazi skinheads in festival rampage 


pioneered by the Strasser brothers in the 
nazi party in the twenties, these ideas have 
appeared once more in the ranks of the 
dwindling and desperate NF, and they are 
riding high. Influential on Nick Griffin, Joe 
Pearce and others of the Young Guard who 
recently overthrew Martin Webster, Rising 
Press sees itself as the think-tank of British 
radical nationalism, and their new book 
gives a valuable opportunity to evaluate 
that project. 

In trying to forge — in both senses of the 
word — a tradition for radical racist 
youngsters, Rising Press have certainly 
made a valiant effort to present fascism in 
the most ‘left’ guise possible. In the pages 
of Yesterday and Tomorrow, the British 
socialist Robert Blatchford explains the 
workings of capitalism, Gregor Strasser 
denounces the expropriation of the 
workers’ labour power, and the Mosleyite 
intellectual (and ex-Communist) Alexander 
Raven Thomson sets out a plan for a 
syndicalist society in which British workers 
will escape both private and _ state 
capitalism. The Marxist visionary William 
Morris, claimed as a racist, decries the 
exploitation of the masses and Josef 
Goebbels, once an ally of the Strassers, 
chastises the reactionaries who have been 
wrongly allowed into the nationalist 
movement and proclaims that there is no 
such thing as a patriotic bourgeoisie. Heady 
stuff, indeed. But whoever edited the 
collection has not been as selective all the 
time and has felt obligated to include, if not 
the Fuhrer himself, at least the original 
25-point programme of the nazi party, a 
document noticeably lacking in the anti- 
capitalism on display elsewhere. 


Brutal character 


Nor is the Rising group agreed about Herr 
Hitler: while the introduction blames 
reaction for Hitler’s murder of his former 
colleagues, a later section of the booklet 
suggests that Gregor Strasser’s murder was 
a mistake, while as for Otto Strasser, the 
editors hedge their bets by saying that 
whether one agrees with him on capitalism 
or not he’s certainly worth reading. And 
while they try forcefully to play down the 
brutal character of fascism, the editors 
haven’t completely succeeded — amidst all 
these pretty Utopias we have the Rumanian 
fascist leader Corneliu Codreanu’s ravings 





about burning people alive and gouging 
their eyes out. 

Rising not only stands for radical anti- 
capitalism but also, as Searchlight has 
noted before, advocates a back to the land 
policy and massive de-urbanisation, and we 
get a strong dose of this in these pages, with 
the rightwing thirties writer Viscount 
Lymington’s denunciation of city life and 
similar pronouncements from Germany, as 
well as an invocation of the English 
countryside by the writer Richard Jeffries. 
But a word of advice to the compilers — 
while your short-haired footsoldiers might 
stand an organisation that wants them out 
of the cities and off ploughing the 
countryside, they certainly aren’t going to 
take kindly to Lymington’s denunciation of 
football or Codreanu’s boasting about 
disciplining young fascists for disturbances 
in parks and public houses. And, while 
we’re at it, another suggestion for the 
second edition — cut out the bit about the 
heroic South African white workers’ 
rebellion of 1922. Since Rising is heavily 
reliant on the comfortably off Rosine de 
Bounevialle, veteran fascist AK 
Chesterton’s successor as editor of the 
magazine Candour, it’s downright impolite 
to refer to the Afrikaner revolt’s defeat by 
armed reactionaries. After all, as he 
proudly announces on the flyleaf of his 
book The New Unhappy Lords, it was 
Chesterton who led a bayonet charge 
against them. 

Already in the pages of National Front 
News and elsewhere, we can _ see 
Strasserism’s influence on the Front. While 
Yesterday and Tomorrow merely says that 
it’s left out a long discussion of race 
because racism is so obvious, the April issue 
of NF News is so enthusiastic for the new 
line that its list of party policies includes 
smashing the Stock Exchange, taking over 
the banks and destroying capitalism but 
forgets to mention repatriation. With slips 
like that, let alone the improbability that 
there is a consituency of racists that hate 
capitalism and who want to plough through 
ninety-six pages of theory, Strasserism is 
unlikely to hold sway for long. But for the 
moment Rising Press can be confident that 
at least some British fascists — and 
antifascists — will want to read their new 
publication. And that’s more than most 
fascist groups can say. Richard Marlen 













When Michael McLaughlin gave up 
as Fihrer of the British Movement 
last year Searchlight thought he 
might return to his old calling of 
being a milkman. But alas the 
pintas will be staying on the float 
as the enterprising failed Fihrer 
tries his hand at the growing 
“survival industry”. 

Even while BM was still operating Mac 
decided he would extend his activities into 
other fields like the world of mercenaries 
and training camps for his jackbooted 
friends. To this end he set up a publication 
entitled The Mercenary, and closed down 
the Movement’s own British Tidings and 
Phoenix. But he retained the title of 
Phoenix Books as part of his remaining 
attachment to nazism. 

Now, he and a colleague have opened a 
shop in Wrexham, North Wales, with the 
worrying name ‘‘Rucksack ’n Rifle’. At 
this shop he is rather coy about his nazi and 
criminal past. He is trying like mad to 
ingratiate himself with the group ‘‘Defence 
Begins at Home’’, an organisation trying to 
convince the Government that it would be 
better to go for the Swedish style of home 
guard rather than for nuclear overkill. Its 
committee of sponsors includes Admiral 
Lord Hill Norton and Farrar Hockley, one 
of Britain’s best known wartime 
commando officers. 

Its full time organiser, Michael Hickey, 


__ able to charge the youths who were later _ 





Michael McLaughlin: pint size operation. 


visited Wrexham some time ago as part of a 
tour meeting people interested in getting 
involved. During his trip he met Michael 
McLaughlin who had left his jack boots 
and criminal record at home for the 
occasion and portrayed himself as an 
honest shopkeeper and patriot. 
McLaughlin left early after a local 
journalist spotted him. It was left to 
Searchlight to ask Michael Hickey whether 
he new anything about the man’s politics. 
He did not, but told Searchlight that they 
had experienced some trouble on an earlier 
occasion with right-wing extremists from 
Kent who called themselves the ‘‘National 


Arsonist gang caught| 
by bright sparks | 


After aoe PS at an ns Asian oe - for 
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_. watertight “albis but = se - 
ie _ interviews ‘‘it became apparent they had — 
mo regard for just how dangerous to 
_ human life their actions had been’. 
_ After twelve hours of well-organised and _ 
planned questioning, the police were 


Alliance’’. These people had taken samples 
of the literature of ‘‘Defence Begins at 
Home’’, which they then sold for their own 
funds. ‘‘We soon put a stop to that’, 
Hickey told us. On hearing about the 
former BM Fiihrers track record he checked 
a card index they hold on extremist groups 
and was shocked by what it revealed. He 
told Searchlight ‘‘With contacts like this 
who would need enemies. Thank you for 
putting us in the picture’. 

The news that the milkman was indulging 
in this kind of charade whetted our appetite 
and we checked out the latest issue (no. 8) 
of his publication The Survivalist. It is clear 
that in place of British Movement a smaller 
more select and sophisticated set-up is 
emerging. For instance their northern 
associates operate under the title ‘‘The 
Britons Society’? at 9 Bank Grove, Little 
Hulton, Worsley, Lancashire. This turns 
out to be the address of Peter Brawley, one 
time mercenary and the man who tried to 
reorganise the failing British Movement 
Leader Guard for McLaughlin some time 
ago. 

In the meantime the milkman is still 
selling off British Movement nazi material 
via the Phoenix Books list from an address 
in Chester Road, Deeside, Clwyd. This 
junk includes such endearing items as Mein 
Kampf, copies of the old National Socialist 
Movement paper, the National Socialist, 
and Lord Haw Haw’s ‘‘National Socialism 
Now’’. 


You’re all welcome! 
David MCCalden 


PO Box 3849, Manhattan Beach, California 90266, U.S.A. 


Dear 


Phone: (213) 546-3689 


| will be in Britain the first two weeks of July accompanied by my new 


wife Vivian and our baby Heather-Annie. 


Since it will be impossible to visit all my friends individually, | would like 
to invite you and your spouse to a small reception at our hotel. 


Actually 


there will be two: one in London and one in Belfast. 


The party in London will also celebrate the 4th of July; American Independence 


Day. 
Here are the details: 


Wed 4th July 6pm 
Clarendon Hotel 
Montpelier Row 
Blackheath 
London SE3 


Both are semi-formal, and by this invitation only. 


and the first round of drinks. 


Please RSVP as soon as you can. 


Jove 


The party in Belfast will celebrate my mother's birthday. 


Wed 11th July 6pm 
Lansdowne Court Hotel 
657 Antrim Road 
Belfast 15 


We will provide food 


After that it's a cash bar I'm afraid. 





DAVE McCalden, former NF editor and Institute for Historical Review luminary is 
returning to England. In typically pompous style he is organising hotel receptions 
where his friends and supporters may greet him. We are sure that Searchlight 
readers will be more than welcome — just cut out the invitation and present it at 


the door. Everybody is welcome! 





e@ FASCISTS IN UNIFORM 


A police superintendent decided that a group of 
men dressed in paramilitary clothing, who 
headed a National Front demonstration through 
Sheffield, were not breaking the law. 

South Yorkshire County Councillor Ray 
McElvenney said that he pointed out badges, 
caps and insignia worn by the ‘‘London Corps of 
Drums’’ to a police officer, but that nothing was 
done to stop them marching. Police are to make 
an official report on the decision not to 
prosecute. (Sheffield Morning Telegraph 1.5.84., 
The Star, Sheffield 1.5.84.) 


@ RACIST GANG ON RAMPAGE IN LEEDS 


A gang of youths brought terror to a quiet 
residential area of Leeds. They rampaged 
through the Moortown area of the city in the 
early hours of Easter Sunday, throwing stones 
and shouting racist abuse. Fences were ripped 
down and used as weapons in the attack. 

Mr Arjan Singh said he was holding a party 
for relatives when the attack occurred. 

“Tt was very frightening for us and the 
children were terrified’’, he said. 

‘*We have lived here for six years and have 
never had any trouble like this before.”’ 

About 20 youths were involved in the attack. 
Police said that three men had been arrested. 
(Yorks Evening Post 24.4.84.) 


@RELF IS OFFENSIVE AGAIN 


Robert Relf, the Leamington Spa racist, has been 
prosecuted ,again for sending offensive 
postcards. He sent a grossly offensive postcard 
about the Cocksparrow fox farm, near Coleshill, 
to Mrs Thatcher, Warwickshire’s Chief 
Constable, a local Indian doctor, a Coventry 
Communist and the Gill Brothers who run 
Cocksparrow farm. There have been allegations 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





of cruelty to animals at the farm. In the card, 
Relf referred to Home Secretary Leon Brittan as 
a “stinking Lithuanian Jew’’. Relf was given a 
three month suspended jail sentence and fined a 
total of £150 for sending the cards. 

In 1982 Relf was fined £75 for sending 
offensive postcards to the Queen and Prince 
Charles. (Evening Mail 1.5.84.) 


@ BL STRIKE — ‘‘WHITE BROTHERS 
SUPPORTING BLACK BROTHERS” 


The recent strike at British Leyland’s Longbridge 
plant, over the sacking of black worker Zedekiah 
Mills, led to the layoff of 16,500 workers. 

Fork lift truck driver Mr Mills was sacked for 
allegedly striking a foreman, after what he 
claimed was continued racist abuse. Mr Mills 
said that he had been called ‘‘a dirty black 
bastard’? by the foreman on two previous 
occasions. On the day in question the foreman 
told him to “‘go back to your jungle’’. At that, he 
pushed the foreman aside, but was grabbed by 
the lapels. There was then a scuffle, in which 
both he and the foreman lost buttons on their 
coats. 

Mr Mills, who’s worked at Longbridge for 13 
years, said that he and other coloured workers 
were daily subjected to racial abuse at the plant 
by managers. 

The response of BL management was to claim 
that they have a detailed equal opportunity 
policy in the company, and ‘‘one of the most 
thorough equal opportunities training 
programmes in the country.”’ 

At a mass meeting of the transport drivers held 
on 7 June, it was decided to continue the strike. 
As one driver put it after the meeting, 

“It’s the white brothers supporting the black 






NF killers get 
off lightly 


A group of Belfast skinheads found 
guilty recently of killing a Catholic 
last year were connected to the 
National Front. 

The three convicted, two of 
whom battered to death Patrick 
Barkey after a drinking session in a 
derelict house, were part of a 
loyalist gang in the lower Shankhill 
area known as ‘‘NF Skinz’’. Murder 
charges were dropped after the 
entered pleas of guilty to 
manslaughter. 













Character references 

In court, the three were given 
surprisingly light sentences. William 
Madine and Clifford Bickerstaffe 
each received two years and eleven 
months in a Young Offenders’ 
Centre. The third, Albert Martin, 
received a 12-month suspended 
sentence for causing Mr Barkey 
grevious bodily harm. 

According to the Irish Times, 
character references for the three 
were provided by Unionist 
politicians in Belfast. 











brothers.”’ (Evening Mail 26.5.84., 4.6.84., 
8.6.84.) 


@ TORY MEMBER OF EXTREMIST 
ORGANISATION 


A Conservative MP has been criticised for his 
continued membership of an _ extremist 
organisation. Mr Tom Normanton, MP for 
Cheadle, Staffs, and a candidate for the 
European parliament elections, is a member of 
the ‘‘European Freedom Association’’. 

The secretary of this organisation, Leek 
Councillor Bernard Ward, is a former member 
of the National Front. In addition, the 
organisation’s branch in Leek was at the centre 
of controversy when it placed an advert in the 
local press celebrating the death of the Soviet 
leader Yuri Andropov, and quoting the Book of 
Revelations. 

Leek Tory MP David Knox resigned from his 
membership of the Leek branch of the 
organisation in protest at this advert. Now Mr 
Normanton’s Labour opponent in the Euro 
election, Mr Alan Stephenson, has called on him 
also to resign from this ‘‘extremist 
organisation.’’ (Wigan Evening Post 1.5.84.) 


@ TORY LEAFLET “LIKE NF’ 


A Birmingham Conservative Councillor has been 
accused of producing an election leaflet which 
was ‘‘more in tune with the tone of the National 
Front and the lunatic Right’ than his own party. 

Council Leader Dick Knowles (Labour) 
accused Conservative Councillor John Lines, 
who was returned for the Bartley Green ward. 
The offending leaflet referred to “local born’’ 
children of being deprived of school milk, while: 
‘kids from ethnic minorities were being sent to 
Africa to learn rain dancing’, the money went 
on “‘buying the black vote in the inner city 
areas.”’ 

The Conservative group on Birmingham City 
Council refused to dissociate itself from the 
leaflet. (Birmingham Post 16.5.84.) 
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The back road to the martyred village of 
Oradour-sur-Glane was blocked by French 
police — two vans, several motor bikes and 
cars and many armed men. They were 
breathalising everyone visiting the ruins of 
the village which was wiped out by an SS 
Panzer division as it moved north to do 
battle with the allies on 10th June 1944. The 
police were cold and correct as they stopped 
people, some of whom were clearly already 
distressed at the prospect of visiting the 
final resting place of relatives and friends 
and possibly needed an extra cognac to face 
the ordeal. 

And ordeal it certainly is. The village has 





We do not 





While heads of state, 


Kings and Queens were 
converging on the site of the Normandy landings of 
6th June 1944, a couple of Searchlight journalists made 
their own private pilgrimage to other parts of France 
which hold their own memories of the nazi occupation 
and its final days. 





been kept just as it was left by the butchers 
who destroyed it forty years ago, except 
that the hundreds of men, women and 
children they killed are now buried in mass 
graves. Often the victims are unidentified 
because the majority of women and 
children of the village, from babes in arms 
to aging grandmothers, were packed into 
the village church and burned alive with 
their priest. Amidst the church ruins stands 
a twisted burnt-out shell of a baby’s pram 
which says all that ever need be said about 
nazi bestiality. The ‘‘saviours of western 
Christian civilisation’’, who did this deed so 
barbaric in every way, have not been 
prepared to let the dead sleep peacefully. 





The Museum of the Resistance at Vassieux. 





Appeal launched for memorial to International - 


What is it about the Spanish Civil War 
that still captures the imagination of 
people in Britain and throughout the 
world, nearly fifty years after the 
fascist military uprising in July 1936? 

What made this war special was the way in 
which tens of thousands of men and women 
from all over the world staked their lives to 
protect democracy. Defying their own 
governments in many cases and slipping 


clandestinely across frontiers, they made 
the dangerous journey to Spain to join the 
legendary International Brigades or other 
groups helping the Spanish people to resist 
General Franco’s takeover. 


The brave few 

Two thousand went from Britain — miners, 
dockers, seamen, print workers, 
journalists, clerks, doctors, nurses, 
teachers, shipbuilding workers and many 


Members of the SS division who survived 
the war have been known to bring their 
wives and children to take snapshots of 
their achievement for the family holiday 
album. 





Vercors, the heart of the French resistance, 
is a series of valleys and plateaux 
surrounded by high cliffs and mountains. It 
lies close to Grenoble and to Lyon, the 
hunting ground of Gestapo chief Klaus 
Barbie. Its natural impregnability made it a 
key centre for the maquis along with 
deserters from the Vichy forces, Germany 
mercenary troops and regular French 
troops who had refused to lay down their 
arms when the right betrayed their country 
in 1940. In June 1944, now joined by Jews, 
Poles, British Special Operations officers, 
American rangers and OSS agents, they 
declared a republic within their occupied 
land. Here in one of the most beautiful 
regions of Franch the nazis’ retribution was 
no less severe than at Oradour. After they 
succeeded in invading the Vercors on 25th 
July 1944, village after village was razed to 
the ground and the inhabitants tortured, 
deported to death camps or killed on the 
spot. When the nazis, often Wehrmacht 
units and their pro-nazi French allies in the 
paramilitary milice, grew tired of torture 
they brought in Vlasov’s anti-Soviet 
Russian troops and later Mongols who were 


more. For five hundred of them there was 
to be no return. 

Yet, astonishingly for such an 
extraordinary expression of altruism and 
idealism, there is still no national memorial 
for these volunteers. 

To put things right, a group of 
sympathisers — including some of the 
dwindling number of survivors — have got 
together to launch an appeal for a major 
memorial to be erected in London in time 


. eee 
forget 


serving as SS mercenaries. These monsters 
raped, burned and castrated hundreds 
before they withdrew. Maybe Lord Bethell 
and Count Nikolai Tolstoy should visit the 
area some time. 

The region includes some of the most 
startling caves in the world with unimagined 
beauty under one’s feet and in the 
mountainsides. It was in one of these caves 
that the maquis set up a field hospital after 
the Germans overran Vercors’ only proper 
hospital. At the Grotte de la Luire, within 
its cold and damp walls, a doctor, a priest 
and a team of nurses tended the wounded 
and the sick. But the Germans worked their 
way from village to village, battling through 
narrow mountain passes defended to the 
death by heroic men and women resisters 
and eventually arrived at the hospital. 
Those who could not walk were shot on 
their stretchers, the nurses were sent to 
concentration camps and the doctor, priest 
and walking wounded were shot in a nearby 
town. One of the many black French 
soldiers struggled to his feet and taunted his 
captors with the words ‘‘boche dogs’’: they 
beat the wounded man to death with their 
rifle butts. 

The Vercors uprising had taken place at 
the instigation of the allied commanders 
who had secretly decided that such a move 
would keep German troops from being 
rushed north to oppose the allied landings. 
The resistance were not told of this and 
expected both allied paratroop landings and 
a much earlier second invasion on the 
southern coast of France. Despite the 
betrayal and the bitterness it caused in the 
aftermath of the war, those who fought in 
the Vercors are proud of their struggle, 
their defiance against all odds even when 
outnumbered more than 15 to 1 by much 
better equipped troops. They are also proud 
of the bonds created between all those 
involved. It was heartening for us to see, 
day after day, groups of former French and 








Brigade 


for the fiftieth anniversary of the war’s 
outbreak. 

All that is needed now is the hard cash to 
raise the memorial although the 
organisers recognise the extent of the task 
before them: it costs around £5,000 just to 
cast the metal mould of a major sculpture. 

@Donations should be sent to: 
International Brigade Memorial Appeal, 
c/o Chris Birch, 16 Blake Gardens, London 
SW6 4QB. 





allied servicemen and women coming back 
to the mountains to remember those days of 
heroism and solidarity. At Vassieux is the 
cemetary of the Vercors and a museum set 
up and run by former local maquisards. 


VERCORS 


These are well kept and are both 
educational and very moving places to visit. 
At large and small memorials throughout 
the area wreaths from the SOE, OSS, the 
British, American and Polish Governments 
and from special units of the RAF covered 
the ground. We were made very welcome by 
a group of former French paras who were 
dropped into Vercors by the SOE, as well as 
a woman deportee, when they found out 
that we were from a British anti-fascist 
magazine. 






The press and TV are full of coverage of the 
D-Day landings and the international 
visitors on the beaches in Normandy. But at 
Bayeux a scandal breaks out. The curator 
of the museum dedicated to the allied 
landings which is close to the site of the 
mass allied war graves for the Normandy 
dead is linked with a proposal for a visit by 
former members of the ‘‘Hitler Youth’’ 
regiment of the SS. It is very embarrassing 
as this outfit murdered a number of 
captured Canadian soldiers in cold blood in 
the period after the landings. 









Le Monde, the conservative daily, predicts 
that Jean Marie Le Pen’s Front National 
will take 14 per cent of the poll in the 
forthcoming European elections. The 
elections are front page news every day and 
are followed much more avidly than in 
Britain. Rows over alliances being formed 
to break the Socialists are also reported 
daily. Simone Veil, Euro-MP and former 
resistance heroine and death camp inmate, 
has got together with a man who had 
connections with the pro-German Vichy 
government in the war. 

In Toulouse, anti-fascists bomb the hall 
booked by Le Pen for a rally. It is a civic 
building. No external damage is done, just 
enough to stop the rally. Le Pen sets up in 
the local park and two thousands workers 
battle it out with the police, responding 
with molotov cocktails to their tear gas. 
The next evening in Marseilles Le Pen’s 
heavies get in first and a hundred of them 
attack protesters with clubs, hospitalising 


many. 






Driving through north-east France, the 
industrial heartland of the country and the 
one time ‘‘red belt’’, one finds Le Pen 
posters on every hoarding, for mile after 
mile. The cost of his campaign is clearly 
huge. His autobiography is on sale in all 
bookshops, even in towns with Communist 
mayors and councils. Window displays of 
his material are not uncommon. 

It is amazing how many fascist posters 
you can tear down in a morning’s 


motoring. But how appropriate that many 
are stuck on roadside dustbins. ; 






It is the last few miles of France now and at 
every street corner pictures of Le Pen in an 
Andy Williams pose, trying to look the 
epitomy of moderation and the family man, 
smile down at you. As we board the 
hovercraft I wonder whether they will count 
Le Pen’s votes in Oradour or Vercors. 


The Ray Hill story: 3 — Leicester’s gun-runner} + 


S A LONG WAY TO 
PANAZI... 


Hill’s most spectacular 
oups during his undercover years in 
‘right came in 1981 with the 


making of the World in Action 
programme Guns to the Right. 


his efforts, a nazi gun 
unning operation was exposed; its 
was driven into exile; the 


ffectively wiped out; and Hill 
personally saved the life of one nazi 

n whom a ‘contract’ had been 
aken out by his ‘comrades’. 

For some time previously, rumours 
ad circulated that a retired engineer on 
he right was providing home made 
one-shot’ handguns for sympathisers. 

me reports even suggested that sten 


guns were being manufactured. From 
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r own sources, World in Action 


investigators picked up reports that 
Leicester-based nazi and_ solicitor 
Anthony Reed Herbert had guns 
available for sale. Together, Searchlight 
and WIA began to probe — with 
considerable help from Ray Hill. 

Hill had already been causing 
problems for Reed Herbert. When the 
solicitor left the NF and set up his own 
British Democratic Party, his members 
opened up an illegal drinking club in the 
basement of the party’s Leicester 
headquarters. When the Daily Mirror 
investigated and exposed the club they 
did not realise that information from 


Searchlight had originated from Hill. A_ 


Mirror reporter, impressed with the 
quality of this information, became 
convinced (quite wrongly, we hasten to 
add) that we had succeeded in ‘bugging’ 
Reed Herbert’s office. 

An American investigator, brought in 
by WIA approached Reed Herbert 
ostensibly to buy weapons for use by 
right-wingers on American military 
bases in Britain. A meeting between the 
American, Reed Herbert and Column 88 
‘Intelligence Officer’ Les Vaughan was 
held in a London hotel to discuss the 
deal. It was filmed and recorded by 
WIA. Earlier, thanks to Hill, who 
provided flight numbers and departure 
times, WIA were able to film Vaughan, 
Reed Herbert and his wife flying out of 
Heathrow to Switzerland to buy radio 
jamming equipment with which they 
hoped to make illegal racist broadcasts. 

Their trip was unsuccessful, but 
thanks to Hill we now knew what sort of 
offer would interest them. Vaughan 
dropped out of the plan but soon 
negotiations began in earnest when the 
American offered Reed Herbert 
transmitting gear in exchange for guns. 
At each stage of these protracted and 
guarded talks, the feedback from Hill, 
who was privy to Reed Herbert’s hopes 
and fears, was to prove vital in guiding 
things along. 

Eventually Reed Herbert forgot the 


radio equipment and asked simply for 


money. A deal was struck: a sample gun 
would be left for the American to 
collect, and the money was to be 


_ delivered to Reed Herbert’s office. All 


the time, telephone negotiations were 
being recorded by WIA, including the 


final call when Reed Herbert’s 
messenger boy, fellow nazi John Grand 


Scrutton, was heard talking explicitly 


about guns and instructing the American 


to deliver the money to Reed Herbert. 

Scrutton’s indiscretion was to be an 
endless source of trouble for Reed 
Herbert. When the broadcast went out 
in July 1981, Scrutton watched it at Ray 
Hill’s home. Hill could scarcely contain 
himself as Scrutton quite literally stood 
in his living room, banging his head on 
the wall, moaning ‘‘My mother told me 
I’d come to no good’’, 

The following days saw a number of 
crisis meetings for Leicester’s nazis — 
including Ray Hill. He and Reed 
Herbert were already jointly involved in 
a knitwear firm which traded largely in 
Ireland. It was agreed that Scrutton 
should be despatched to Ireland to hide 
up in a cottage which Reed Herbert had 
purchased in County Kerry. 

But Scrutton did not make a good 
fugitive. He soon became restive and 
talked of returning to England. He was 
also becoming increasingly expensive to 
maintain in exile. 

Two solutions were tried. First, 
discussions were held with a Liverpool 
nazi who was prepared to carry out a 
‘contract’ killing on the unfortunate 
Scrutton. Thanks to Hill, this was 
exposed in Searchlight and had to be 
aborted. 

Then Reed Herbert decided to ship 
Scrutton out of the way to South Africa. 
He gave Hill several hundred pounds 
and asked him to arrange it. 


Left: abandoned in Tralee, John Grand 
Scrutton ponders his future. Above: 
Reed Herbert's hideaway cottage. _ 





Ken Kelly. 


Through contacts in France, 
Searchlight was able to inform French 
police that men involved in an illegal 
weapons scandal were planning to 
change planes in Paris en route to South 
Africa. Hill and Scrutton were duly held 
at Orly airport and put on a return plane 
to Ireland. The money spent on airfares 
was completely wasted, and Reed 
Herbert began to wonder if anything 
was going to go right. With a police 
investigation now in progress, he was 
becoming increasingly nervous. 

The final blow came when reporters 
went to Ireland to meet Scrutton, by 
_ then eager to return but frightened of 
prosecution. He was persuaded that if he 
signed a frank sworn statement he would 
probably be dealt with fairly by Leicester 
police. 

For three days, Scrutton was 
interviewed in a Tralee hotel. Many 
times he held out against giving vital 
information about his former friends. 
But each evening he returned to Reed 
Herbert’s cottage where he confided to 
Ray Hill about matters on which he was 
holding back. Regular contact between 
Hill and the reporters meant that these 
things were eventually teased out of the 
bewildered Scrutton, who agreed to 
return to England to swear a full 
statement. In all of this, he refused 
however to incriminate one man — Ray 
Hill, whom he described as “‘the only 
friend I’ve got in the world’’. He was 
not to know, nor could he, that Hill had 
actually saved his life. 

Scrutton’s return to England 
prompted Reed Herbert to pull the plug 
-and flee to Ireland for good. Ray Hill 
was with him in Kerry when he received 


a copy of the February 1982 Searchlight — 
which exposed his Irish hideout. Again, 


Hill had extreme difficulty keeping a 


straight face as Reed Herbert crawled up 


the wall in rage. 


perry 


On the campaign trail in the 1983 General Election: Ray Hill with John Peacock. 


The whole episode signailed the end of 
the British Democratic Party as an 
embryonic political force, and the 
political death of Reed Herbert. But in 
the end, the prosecutions which were 
expected to follow the investigation 
mever came. Amongst those who 
breathed huge sighs of relief were: 

@Ken Kelly, of Rochdale NF, from 


whom Reed Herbert purchased the guns 


he offered for resale. 


_ @John Peacock and Dave Gagin, of 


Leicester BDP who were involved in the 
guns deal. _ 


But it was not only police inactivity 


which caused problems. One officer 


seemed remarkably well disposed 
towards Reed Herbert, and at one stage 
told him that it he called into the police 
station the following day he would tell 


him the name of ‘‘the bastard who has __ 
been causing all your problems’. — 


Happily, a gleeful Reed Herbert 


immediately ‘phoned Hilltotellhimthe 


news, and Searchlight was able to make 
representations at high official levels to 
prevent it. Hill’s work could carry on. 
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.C snare section of th WACL is 


ler of the _—y pseudo- 


ace begsa life ie 1967 in Taiwan, and 


jh ostensibly a private body, it is 


financed by the Nationalist 
Government, and its honorary 

“for life’ is Ku Cheng-kang, a 
nember of the Central Committee of 
‘alwan’s ruling Kuomintang. In fact, the 
nisation represented a coming- 
together of the anti-Chinese Communist 


Asian People’s Anti-Communism League, 


the anti-Soviet Anti-Bolshevist Block 


ty the early 70s, it had become clear 
to some WACL-affiliates that the 
organisation was being used as a front 
for nazi and anti-semite groups. The 
British Chapter of WACL was then 7he 


| Foreign Affairs Circle, run by Geoffrey 
_ Stewart-Smith, right-wing Tory MP and 
publisher of East-West Digest (his deputy, 
lan Grieg, was then Chairman of the 


Home Affairs (Counter-Subversion) 


Section” of the Monday Club). 


Ku ¢ B Ghong-Kang, 


| dee erith is very right-wing. but 


‘let i not antisemitic. and he hed 
_ become increasingly alarmed by nazi 
_ infiltration of 


WACL. In 1973, he 


__ dlecovered, the Mexican WACL chapter 


“to wish you luck in your struggle to 
_ improve the lot of the German workers 


_ (led by Raymundo Guerrero, then overall 


WACL Chairman) had sent a message to 
the German neo-nazi Aktion Neue Rechte 


and to fight the forces which would put 


_ the whole German folk into the chains of 


___ German slavery”. So when the British 


chapter was asked to host the 7th WACL 


congress in the same year, Stewart- 
_ Smith made strenuous efforts to deny 
__eredentials to known nazis, such as the 


Italian MS! and individuals like George 
_ Knupffer, whose journal 
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The Plain 


demanded 


ont to refer to “the trap 
a who claim a 


inillion 
_ Professor ( 
Chairman, however, he did not regard 
_ Stewart-Smith’s efforts with a kind eye, 


and the Londen conference was 
cancelled, Jeaving Stewart-Smith with 


_debts of over £30,000. 


_Stewart-Smith then withdrew his 
organisation as the British section of 
WACL, but continued (partly in order to 
try and recover his money) to monitor 
WACL's connections, and became 
increasingly alarmed by the influence of 
a@ Mexican secret society called 7ecos on 
the Mexican chapter, and therefore the 
whole organisation. 7ecos is widely 
believed to have participated in the 
massacre of the students at the 1968 
Olympic Games; it regards the Catholic 
Church as infiltrated by Jews and 
Freemasons, and (in the early 70s) 
the excommunication of 
Pope Paul VI on the grounds that he was 
a Jew, a drug addict and a heretic. 


Sinister Role 

The sinister role of Tecos had also 
come to the attention of Stefan T. 
Possony, a political analyst at Stanford 
University and official of the United 
States Chapter of WACL, the American 
Council for World Freedom, led by Lee 
Edwards. Edwards drew from Possony’s 
studies the same lesson that Stewart- 
Smith had drawn: that WACL had shifted 
from a predominantly Asian and East- 
European coalition of anti-communist 
emigres, to a body increasingly defined 
by European, Arab and Latin American 
fascists and anti-semites. Edwards 
withdrew his organisation in 1975. 

Both in Britain and America, less 
fastidious groups were keen to take up 
the reins dropped by The Foreign Affairs 
Circle and the American Council. In 
Britain, the §&ritish League of Rights 
applied for and won the “British 
franchise”. The League was and is run by 
Don Martin, formerly of the Australian 
League of Rights, whose founder Eric 
Butler is notorious for the blatancy of his 
anti-semitic views (and his 
promulgation, in Australia and around 
the world, of the classic anti-semitic 
forgery The Protocols of the Learned Elders 
of Zion). The General Secretary of British 
WACL is another close Martin associate, 
the Dowager Lady Birdwood, whose 
racist opinions are well-known, as is her 
liberal attitude (as a Tory Party member) 
to the question of marching on National 
Front demonstrations and speaking from 
NF platforms. 

In America, the new chapter was 
formed by the Counci/ on American Affairs, 
whose President is none other than 
Roger Pearson, who brought notions of 
“scientific racism” to bear on WACL’s 
increasingly racially-obsessed 
membership. | : 

The 1978 WACL conference was 
hosted by Pearson in Washington, and 
like previous conferences, attracted 
distinguished, if very right-wing political 


speakers an this case, inctuding 


Republican Senators Jake Garn and 


James McClure). It was jointly organised 
by Pearson's group and the rabidly right- 


wing (and anti-semitic) weghie Lobb 


Roger Pearson. 


who were then and are now obsessed 
with proving the nazi Holocaust a fake. 
The 1978 congress also attracted Eric 
Butler, representatives of the French 
scientific racist Nouvelle Ecole, former 
American nazi William Pierce, and the 
new Italian chapter, the fascist MSI. 

The exposure of this conference — and 
of Pearson's own history and opinions — 
in a major Washington Post article 
(28.5.78, reproduced in Searchlight No.38), 
led to renewed pressure within the 
organisation for a purge of the nazis. In 
1979, a group of ‘‘militantly anti- 
Communist and anti-Soviet Russian” 
groups and individuals published the 
anonymous &/ue Document ("For Strictly 
Internal Use in the WACL"), which 
accused Pearson and his supporters as 
having been ‘the close associates of the 
nazi/fascist totalitarian ideologists and 
practitioners of the 1940s and of the 
guardians — more or less outspoken — 
of the ‘heritage’ of the European 
ideologies of nazism/fascism, still trying 
to survive in Western Europe’. The S/ue 
Document gave considerable chapter, 
and more verse, on the specific 
connections between international 
WACL and the national chapters with 
openly nazi organisations. 

As a result of the efforts of anti-anti- 
semites, WACL managed to regain some 
of its respectability following Pearson's 
resignation as chairman in 1980. In 1982, 
Searchlight revealed that former 
American Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig had sent a message of support to 
WACL's 1980 Congress in Geneva. Last 
year, WACL’s Congress was held in the 
European Parliament building, much to 
the consternation of Socialist Euro-MPs. 
This Congress was addressed by a 
number of well-known right-wingers, 
including General Sir Walter Walker, 
former NATO Commander, who tried to 
set up an anti-strike private army in 1975, 
Soviet dissident Vladimir Bukovsky 
{who has had links with the Freedom 
Association) and Patrick Wall MP. 

Whether this galaxy is the result of a 
genuine purging of the nazis from 
WACL’s ranks is hard to say. Certainly, 
Don Martin's British League of Rights is 
still firmly in the saddie as the British 
chapter. 








IVENS SCRUTONISED 


ON 5th June, a solemn piece appeared in 
The Times. Penned by no less a figure than 
Roger Scruton, editor of the Salisbury 
Review, the article berated journalists for the 
abuse of their power: “No matter that the 
victim is powerless to retaliate ... no 
matter that the security of the nation is 
jeopardised”; still, according to Scruton, 
the hacks of Grub St pursue their wicked 
calling under the Leninist slogan “the end 
justifies the means”. 

Unfortunately, Mr Scruton’s own position 
(he is writing in a newspaper) is not without 
its contradictions. As The Observer pointed 
out (10.6.84.), Scruton was wrong when he 
accused the author Stuart Christie of having 
written the Anarchist’s Cookbook (fearful that 
Scruton may not put his money where his 
mouth is, and apologise, Christie’s lawyer 
has sent a sharp note to New Printing House 
Square). But even more ironic is Scruton’s 
own behaviour as editor of his own journal, 
and his treatment of his own contributors. 

In order to understand the full 
implications of Michael Ivens’ letter to the 
Spring 1984 edition of Salisbury Review, it is 
necessary to be reminded of two facts. The 
first is that Sa/isbury Review’s raison d'etre is 
to promote the ancient, traditionalist, 
hierarchical forms of Conservatism (see 
Worsthorne, below), and thus to combat 
the economic neo-liberals, with all their 
loose talk of individual freedom and market 
forces and absolute values of liberty, who 
dominated the Tory Party from circa 1975 on. 
The second crucial fact is that Michael 
Ivens, Director of Aims of Industry, has 
always been one of the stoutest defenders of 
the neo-libertarian line. 

So it was jolly interesting, in the Winter 
1984 edition of Salisbury Review, to read a 
piece by Ivens in which he expressed the 
severest reservations about the centrality of 
the market economy to British 
Conservatism. Indeed, in Ivens’ view, 
without some undefined but clearly 
mystical and religious “missing vision”, 
what he called “the Whiggish liberalism of 
the market” becomes “little better than 
licensed selfishness and anarchy”. 

A conversion indeed! But in fact, not 
quite. For in the Spring 1984 edition of 
Scruton’s Review is a letter from lvens, 
which points out that “through editing, or 
some other cause, some _ interesting 
thoughts that were not mine” appeared in 
his article. It’s quite a list, and it concludes 
as follows: 

“Finally, | did not say that without the 
missing vision, ‘the Whiggish liberalism of 
the market is little better than licensed 
selfishness and anarchy’ ”. 

Scruton’s 7imes article was headlined 
“Misplaced Power of the Press”. 


* * * 


THE SCRONE FACTOR 


WHEN not rewriting his friends’ articles to 
make them say the opposite of what they 
intended, Scruton has been recently busy at 
lunch. Telegraph columnist Peregrine 
Worsthorne, writing on this occasion for 


The Spectator, reveals that he, Scruton and 
three other “authoritarian” Tories were 
invited to lunch by the Swedish 
ambassador, thus proving that “this group 
is being taken seriously”. (A fact which, to 
do him justice, Worsthorne can’t). The word 
“‘authoritarian’’ as an ideological 
description, it should be noted, is not ours 
but Worsthorne’s. He then goes on further 
to define the shared views of himself, 
Scruton etc. as a “belief in hierarchy, 
nationalism, censorship, privilege” and “the 
desire of revenge or retribution as an 
element in penal policy”. 

All of which would be commendably 
frank, if Worsthorne, who a few Sundays 
ago argued that South African whites were 
neither “evil” nor “odious” for wanting to 
prevent their country “from being governed 
by representatives of primitive peoples” 
(13.5.84., Sunday Telegraph), had added a 
further “ism” to his list, one related to 
“nationalism” but not subsumed by it. 

In the same way, the witty article in The 
Observer (3.6.84.) defining Scruton clones 
(should it be “Scrones”? John Casey and 
Charles Moore as “Young Fogeys” (lots of 
jokes about their liking for club ties, collar 
studs and “nursery food’’) would have been 
less witty, but more comprehensive, had it 
mentioned that both Moore and Casey are 
well known for their racial opinions, which 
in the latter case includes a belief in 
compulsory repatriation. 


* * * 


ALL GOOD MEN 


ONE well-known hare set running by 
Salisbury Review was the article by Bradford 
headmaster Ray Honeyford, in which he 
railed against “the propaganda generated 
by multi-racial zealots”, and laced his 
argument with a series of crude stereotypes 
of West Indian, Asian and indeed white 
working class behaviour. 

Not surprisingly, Mr Honeyford’s outburst 
has led to much debate in the columns of 
Bradfords Telegraph and Argus, a debate to 
which one Stanley Garnett, “former head of 
Delf Hill Middle School, Low Moor”, 
contributed on 4 April. Mr Garnett started of 
by saying how sad it was that when writing 
on racial matters “one feels obliged to 
preface the remark with the now 
conventional disclaimer, ‘I am not a 
racialist’’’, and then went on to 
demonstrate amply why he _ personally 
found such a disclaimer tricky to make. 

But the important point is that this former 
Deputy Headmaster stated that although he 
was not (as he had been accused of being) a 
member of the British Movement (an 
organisation well known for its extreme 
racial views”), he was a member of the 
British National Party, which he joined “as a 
means of drawing attention to the multi- 
racial bias against our indigenous culture”. 

Not surprisingly, a correspondent to the 
Telegraph and Argus pointed out (1.4.84.) that 
if the BNP was not itself an organisation at 
least widely rumoured to have views on 
race that it would be hard to describe as 
moderate, then she was a Dutchperson. So 
Mr Garnett replied (4.5.84.) challenging the 
correspondent “to produce evidence of 
BNP violence, racial hatred or ‘fascist’ 
policies”, claiming in contrast that the BNP 
is “opposed to racial hatred, intimidation, 
violence and the politics of reaction”. 

Despite the gasted nature of our flabber, 
let’s be calm about this. The BNP is run by 
John Tyndall, who’s been a nazi for nearly 
30 years. Its founding meeting was, as we 


pointed out at the time, attended largely by 
“arsonists, gun-runners, men with violent 
records, anti-semites and thugs” (including 
twelve British Movement organisers!) The 
only member of the BNP’s leadership 
(which includes notorious anti-semite 
Kenneth MckKilliam and gun-running 
implicated John Peacock) who we now 
know not to have been a screaaming nazi 
was our own Ray Hill, Searchlight’s mole in 
the organisation. 

And even Ray behaved like a screming 
nazi. 

So, to put it as mildly as possible, Mr 
Garnett is misinformed. 


* % * 


THE TRIALS OF TYNDALL 


POOR John Tyndall is really rather a 
pathetic figure these days. Having failed to 
explain to his BNP members how he came 
to be so totally taken in by Ray ‘Mole’ Hill, 
and following the fiasco of his recent 
Liverpool ‘rally’ (see What Their Papers Say) 
he now has to face up to another 
spectacular flop, this time in Bradford. 

Bear in mind, in all this, that for ages 
Tyndall has been posing as the only man 
with stature and following enough to ‘save’ 
British nazism. So what a humiliation to 
arrive in Bradford for a meeting at the 
Bingley Hotel only to be told to clear off by 
the hotel management, tipped off about the 
nature of the meeting by mischievous 
members of the local NF. 

Worse, Tyndall was then forced to 
conduct a short meeting (incredibly, he 
spoke for only fifteen minutes) on 
windswept Bildon Moor — out of sight, and 
very much out of mind. But, always on the 
lookout for a silver lining, he went on to tell 
the local press that “the fact that we were 
compelled to hold our meeting on the moor 
is not a defeat. . .” 

Well, we can only wish JT many more 
victories of this sort. 


* * * 


ON THE HOME FRONT 


NEARER to home things are also faring 
badly for the failed fuhrer. His father-in-law 
and meal ticket for life, Charles Parker, is 
suffering from ill-health and there are 
serious doubts about future financing for 
Tyndall’s life as Hove-based fuhrer-in- 
waiting. His worries have been 
compounded by domestic problems and 
repeated threats from British Telecom to 
cut off his ‘phone for non-payment of bills. 


* * * 


WITH FRIENDS LIKE THIS 


TYNDALL, incidentally, receives rough 
treatment in the latest newsletter put out by 
the English National Party, who advocate 
the repatriation of a// immigrants — 
including the Scottish, Welsh and Irish. 
Editor and leader Ray Shenton recalls that 
Tyndall once told him that “I am less than 
half English. | am more trish than English. 
What should | do?”. Shenton’s reply was to 
the point: “Fuck off back there’. He goes 
on, “But Tyndall still remains with wife and 
little Marina comfortably esconced in Hove 
near Brighton, which is just about as far as 
he can get from Ireland. That is the trouble 
with the British bastards, they're all so 
damned hypocritical”. 
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Tyndall’s cast of several 


‘Smashing Victory in Liverpool’ proclaims 
the banner headline of May’s British 
Nationalist. Spearhead’s eighteenth page 
tells a similar story: ‘Liverpool Rally Huge 
Success’. Triumph and glory all the way. 

Let Spearhead tell the story: ‘‘The British 
National Party made its mark on Liverpool on 
Saturday, April 21st, with a highly successful St 
George’s Day rally in the city centre.’’. A room 
had been booked in no less an establishment than 
the Shaftsbury Hotel. Left-wing mobs stood by 
and church leaders spoke from their various 
pulpits, but all in vain. Nothing could stop the 
glorious march of the British National Party 
through the carpeted lobby of a Liverpool hotel. 

Unfortunately, Spearhead’s editor, John 
Tyndall, seems to have forgotten the first rule of 
fascist publishing: if you announce the greatest 
rally since the Nuremburg days of Adolf and his 
chums, don’t print any photos. Let the reader 
imagine the glorious procession from lobby, past 
cocktail bar and up the stairs to Meeting Room B 
(the smaller one, not the one used for the larger 
Rotarian gatherings). But once a picture is 
printed next to the headlines screaming success 
and glory, it’s downhill all the way. 


Success and glory? 


Tyndall doesn’t forget the first rule once, but ina 
veritable outbreak of absent-mindedness he 
reproduces six different photos of the great 
event: four in Spearhead and two in British 
Nationalist. The picture given pride of place in 
Spearhead depicts John Tyndall himself 
(naturally) complete with grand oratorical 
gesture. More heads are visible on the platform 
than in the audience. Number two slot is given to 
a picture of Ian Sloan addressing the meeting. 
No grand gesture for Mr S, as the cameraman 
captures the young protégé mumbling 
downwards with hands tightly clasped in penitent 
position. This photo has been taken from a 
sideways position: seven heads, one crossed leg 
and one knee are visible as an audience. A 
further picture in Spearhead gives another 
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John Tyndall in NF days. 
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glimpse of audience. The picture shows star ex- 
headmaster, Stanley Clayton-Garnett, in full 
manic flight: finger pointing, eyes popping and 
lips fully parted. One blurred bald head is visible 
in the foreground. 

For British Nationalist’s main picture the 
cameraman must have been pressed flat against 
the far wall. Yes we can see Ken Usher as he 
opens the meeting. We can also see assorted 
fascist dignitaries (four in all) flanking Mr 
Usher. Yes, half a dozen flags are plainly visible 
agaisnt the hotel wallpaper. But the serried backs 
of heads caught by the camera-lens? Well, it’s 
true we can get into double figures on this one. 
Twelve, it looks like. Oh be generous, let’s say 
there’s an unlucky thirteenth tucked in there 
right at the front. 

We mention all this because both papers, 
British Nationalist and Spearhead, confidently 
assert that ‘‘about 150 attended the rally’’. OK, 
about a hundred and fifty give or take a hundred 
and thirty. 

What Ian Sloan was talking about as he 
mumbled into his boots, we are not told, but 
elsewhere in Spearhead he ‘‘takes a look back 
into history”’ to tell us all about the Second 
World War’s real criminals. Of course, the real 
criminals are all to be found in the Allied camp, 
as Mr Sloan, borrowing heavily from David 
Irving’s The Destruction of Dresden, accuses the 
British before turning his attention to Katyn, and 
“Communist barbarity’’. Not that the Germans 
were without concentration camps, but, 
according to Mr Sloan, a lot of fuss and 
nonsense has been made about all this: 

“Germany did indeed have concentration 
camps which served a purpose the name 
suggests — that of concentrating an 
undoubted hostile minority into institutions 
where the authorities could supervise their 
actions. This policy adopted by the Germans 
was no more or less inhumane or evil than the 
American policy of placing all its citizens of 
Japanese birth into its own concentration 
camps and the British policy of doing likewise 
with Germans and Italians’’. 





And if anyone thinks that anything untoward 
went on in the German concentration camps, 
they should read ‘‘Arthur Butz’s brilliant book’’; 
and anyone ‘‘who still believes in the myth of 
‘Six Million’ after having read it must be 
extremely naive’’. Was this the sort of thing that 
had the chosen thirteen clapping in their hotel 
seats? 

Mr Sloane may choose to look backwards into 
history, but his leader looks to the future to 
avoid contemplating the empty halls of the 
present. It’s always been a favourite game of Mr 
Tyndall’s to work out the details of the racist 
utopia: should the fiihrer palace have the statue 
of Adolf to the left or to the right of the statue of 
John? Should it be five years of compulsory 
military service or four years with two six month 
extra periods at a later date? And that sort of 
thing. This month Mr T muses over the correct 
amounts of supplementary benefit to be paid in 
the racial utopia. 


Selective procreation 


Of course, he also addresses some loftier themes 
as well. We get Mr Tyndall on captialism, 
carefully distancing himself from the racial 
Trotskyists over at the National Front: 
‘For purely genetic reasons, it is necessary 
that we allow to operate those natural social 
and economic dynamics that enable the best 
to rise to the top and to attain the means to 
procreate their own kind to the greatest 
possible degree; conversely, it is necessary 
that we apply the severest limits on the means 
for the procreation of the least fit amongst 
us: the idle, the anti-social, the criminal and 
the congenitally stupid’’. 

Mr Tyndall then draws his conclusion from his 
amateur nineteenth century genetics: ‘‘It is his 
perfectly sound principle that has led many to 
find justification in the workings of /aissez-faire 
capitalism’’. And Mr T agrees; at least he almost 
agrees, ‘‘being able to endorse perhaps 90 per 
cent of the reasoning behind this argument’’. He 
likes, of course, the bits of the argument which 
say we must sweep away supplementary benefit 
(and he has some characteristic comments about 
benefits paid to ‘‘those whose children were born 
out of wedlock and therefore probably through 
promiscuity’’). 

What he doesn’t like about the argument is 
that it forgets to say anything about the kind of 
superman who can hold a whole master-race 
spell-bound, or at least thirteen of its members in 
a Liverpool hotel. Thus ‘‘the natural struggle of 
the species ... must at a certain point be 
tempered and contained so as to give that nation 
the unity and internal harmony necessary to 
survive at the higher level of the struggle for 
world power’’. 

It’s funny how Mr T can, without any 
embarrassment or sense of his own absurdity, 
hop straight from the ‘‘struggle for world 
power”’ to his strange little hotel group. What is 
more, Mr Sloan and his downward mumbling, 
not to mention Mr Clayton-Garnett of the 
staring eyes, also think they’re playing herioc 
parts in the Darwinian drama. If only they could 
channel their obsessions into breeding tropical 
fish or exhibiting long-haired guinea-pigs. 
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NF launches Euro- 
campaign 


At a public meeting of party activists 
and supporters on May 13, French 
National Front leader Jean-Marie Le 
Pen introduced the NF’s 81 candidates 
for the European elections. Widely 
predicted to collect up to 14% of the 
poll in some areas, the party has 
adopted as its campaign slogan ‘‘A 
national opposition front for a Europe 
of the Fatherlands’’ — which has 
distinct Gaullist overtones to it. 

The slogan of the May rally — The 
National Front for Europe and the 
Fatherland — was launched by party 
secretary Jean-Pierre Stirbois. Ten young 
women, wearing the new NF tee-shirt, 
performed a lap of honour. 

Le Pen’s speech had two main themes: 

Firstly, the ‘threat’ of immigration: the 
need to defend French territory against 
physical and demographic invasion from 
the third world and to create a ‘vital space’, 
making explicit reference to Hitler. The 
‘invaders’ he identified principally as North 
Africans. 

Secondly, decadence caused by the 
erosion of the patriotic spirit under the 
influence of the socialist-communist 
government and Marxism. 

These two notions converge in Le Pen’s 
idea of the central role of French women, 
who are expected to keep their hearts and 
bodies pure, to reproduce ‘‘the family and 
the fatherland’’. 

References to Simone Veil, well known 
for her pro-abortion views and portrayed as 
a communist despite her right-wing 
Republican politics, met with prolonged 
booing. 

Attacks on immigrants and references to 
former ‘paras’ (French paratroops who 
fought Algerian independence) were 
greeted with thunderous applause before 
the rally ended with the symbolic waving of 
European flags by the ten tee-shirted 
females and the singing of the Marseillaise. 

@ Stop press: As Searchlight goes to 
press election returns indicate that Le Pen’s 
party have collected almost 11% of the 
vote. Full report next month. 


Fascists accused of 
storing firearms 


Members of the extreme right group 
National Action have been reportedly 
storing weapons at their headquarters 
and taking part in paramilitary 
training. 

A spokesperson for the organisation, 
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election of Reagan. 


Lina Reyes, has denied the allegations. She 
claimed, in an interview with the 
Australian, that the group was significantly 
larger than its opponents claim and was 
receiving inquiries daily from a cross- 
section of people including ‘‘ex-army types, 
students, housewifes and _ teenagers’’. 
National Action is connected with the New 
Zealand Nationalist Workers’ Party, 
suspected of a recent bombing in which the 
caretaker of a Wellington trade union 
building was killed. 


War criminal dies 


Walter Rauff, wanted for war crimes 
involving the murder of 270,000 Jewish 
and non-Jewish people during the 
Second World War, has died in exile in 
Chile. 

Aged 77, he died after a long illness. He 
was wanted for mass-murders carried out in 
1942 by means of a mobile gas chamber 
which he invented. The Chilean 
government had consistently turned down 
West German and other applications for his 
expulsion. 


Racists win council 
seats 


The racist Centre Party has won 10 per cent 
of the vote and 8 seats in this year’s district 
council elections in Rotterdam. It has one 
seat in the national Parliament and had 
been completely unsuccessful when it last 
took part in council elections in 1980. 





Nazi killers 
acquitted 


Five years after the killing of five left- 
wing demonstrators in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, six Klansmen and 
three nazis have been acquitted of 
violating the civil rights of the 
demonstrators. 

Three of the Klansmen and two of the 
nazis had previously been found not guilty 
of murder in 1980, and the new trial was the 
outcome of a long campaign to pressure the 
Federal government to attempt to get at 
least some convictions for the November 
1979 massacre. During the trial, expert 
evidence made clear that, contrary to some 
claims, none of the shots fired had come 
from the anti-Klan side. Among the 
prosecution witnesses were two ex- 
Klansmen who gave details of the plans 
made by the defendants to attack the 
demonstration. The acquittal was greeted 
as a triumph by American extreme rightists. 





Fascists fall out 


Ructions have broken out following 
the recent removal of Ed Fields from 
editorship of the National States Right 
Party paper The Thunderbolt. 

Fields filed law suits against his former 
colleagues, who had locked him out of the 
party offices, and after an out of court 
settlement, he has regained control of the 
paper, which now describes itself as 
“‘totally independent’’. His main opponent, 
W.E. Wilson, remains in control of the 
party. 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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DEPORTATIONS: VICTORY 
IN BRADFORD BATTLE 


In 1983, according to the latest 
immigration statistics, just under 2,000 
deportation orders were made. 
Although considerably less than in 
1980 — when deportations reached 
their highest ever level at 2,400 — the 
current level is still nearly five times 
that of 10 years ago, when the 
Immigration Act came into force. 

One of the people not included in the 
1983 statistics was a Bradford man, 
Mahmoud Khan, who, after nearly four 
years of campaigning, won his fight against 
deportation. His story, written while he was 
in Armley Prison, Leeds, documents what 
people threatened with deportation can 
expect. 

Mahmoud Khan came to Leeds 
University in 1971 to study maths. In 1975, 
he married and was given permanent 
residence. But the marriage lasted only 13 
months, and in 1978, he was divorced. He 
remarried in 1979. 

In 1980, the Home Office decided that 
Mahmoud Khan’s first marriage had been 
‘‘a marriage of convenience entered into 
solely to enable him to obtain settlement’. 
It was now, the Home Office said, 
“‘conducive to the public good to deport 
him’’. 

The Home Office decision was upheld by 
an immigration adjudicator on the grounds 
that Mahmoud Khan’s first wife had 
convictions for soliciting before her 
marriage, and that ‘“‘graduates do not 
marry prostitutes’. (The information on 
these convictions was readily available to 
the immigration authorities from the local 
police collator, and neither Home Office 
minister David Waddington, nor the police 
have denied that notices in police stations 
advise officers immediately to notify not 


only the immigration authorities, but also 
the CID and the collator, in all dealings 
with ‘aliens’.) 

Mahmoud was arrested at 6am, on 29 
August 1981, when two officers burst into 
his bathroom as he was shaving. ‘‘I was told 
that I would have to go immediately, just as 
I was, without being able to put on some 
decent clothing . . . I was in the process of 
shaving and had shaved one side of my 
face, the other side being covered with 
shaving cream. Although the officers 
relented and allowed me to remove the 
shaving cream from my face (which they 
did not permit me at one stage) I was not 
allowed to continue my shave and I left the 
house with one side of my face shaven and 
the other unshaven.’’ 

He was kept in Armley Prison for six 
weeks and then immigration officers 
escorted him back to Braford. At the bus 
depot, ‘‘the policemen required 
photographs of me for their official 
records. They took me to a photograph 
booth and spent 30 pence of my money in 
taking photographs. They had charge of the 
only money in my possession when 
arrested, namely 70 pence, and they used 30 
pence of that for the photos.”’ 

The next morning he was bundled past 
his waiting parents without being allowed to 
say a word to them, even though he was en 
route for deportation. ‘‘Three of us, 
myself, my wife and our young child, were 
cooped up in the back seat of the car 
together with some of our luggage. There 
was hardly any room for us to sit and we all 
felt very sick on the journey. In fact, the 
baby vomited on several occasions and was 
very ill. When he had been sick the police 
stopped for a couple of minutes but then 
drove off again. We had no food or drink 
all the way down to the airport.’’ The 


journey took three hours; the child was two 
years old. 

At Heathrow with less than one hour 
before flight time, Mahmoud Khan was 
told that the Home Office had agreed to 
defer deportation pending a Judicial 
Review. 

Minutes before departure, however, one 
of the immigration officers produced a pre- 
printed document, with Mahmoud’s name 
typed on to it, stating that whilst he 
understood representations were taking 
place, he wished to ‘‘leave of his own free 
will.’’ When Mahmoud refused to sign, he 
was then threatened — his baggage would 
go to Pakistan, his wife would go to 
Bradford, he would be kept in detention at 
Heathrow — and then hit. Despite this, he 
continued to refuse to sign. 

Eventually, an immigration officer took 
him into the detention centre, pushing him 
‘‘hard in the back’’. He spent two more 
months in Armley before being released on 
stringent conditions: for almost a year he 
had to report daily to Bradford police 
station. 

In 1983, after four years of campaigning, 
supported by the Bradford Joint Campaign 
Against Deportations which was formed in 
1982 to fight the defence campaigns of 18 
Bradford Asians facing deportations, 
Mahmoud Khan was told that he would be 
allowed to stay. Later when Mahmoud tried 
to question Home Office minister 
Waddington at a local Conservatives 
‘East/West Association’ meeting, the 
chair’s persistent refusal to let him speak 
led to the meeting ending in a shambles. 


@ Our thanks to Dave Harrison for his help 
in compiling this article. 





Turkish 
workers under 
_ pressure 


A particularly vicious deportation 
drive, largely affecting the Turkish 
community, is presently sweeping 
across North East London. Since 
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November of last year, over 100 
Turkish workers have been arrested 
and imprisoned — 40 of these have 
been deported. Turkish workers now 
comprise a quarter of the population at 
Ashford Remand Centre where 
‘overstayers’ are detained. Women 
‘overstayers’ are taken to Holloway 
prison. 

According to a spokesperson for the 
Union of Turkish Workers (UTW), every 
year, at budget time, suspected 
‘overstayers’ are rounded up by police. But 


this year things were different — raids at 
the workplace, with immigration officers 
and police often accompanied by Inland 
Revenue officials, were at an 
unprecedented level. Everybody was asked 
to show their passports and identity cards 
— names and addresses were taken. And 
when raids took place at the home, police in 
certain cases forced their entry — no search 
warrants were shown. 

The UTW also point to other 
irregularities occurring at the police station. 
In some cases, during questioning and 
arrest, interpreters and solicitors are denied 


to the detained and replies in broken 
English are taken down by police and later 
used in court. (Insufficient or misleading 
interpretation means that the arrested are 
being denied their right to silence.). The 
police have also vetted the immigration 
status and political convictions of 
community workers before they are allowed 
access to the prisoners. 


Turkish community fight 
back 


Owing to a vigorous campaign by the 
UTW,, six of those detained have now been 
released. Omer Ali Erdern was one of these. 
He had been in Britain for three years and 
was planning to get married when he was 
arrested. 

Despite his arrest, and in the hope that 
Home Office officials would show signs of 
human feeling, Omer’s fiancee decided to 
go ahead with the wedding arrangements. 
800 invitations were sent out to members of 
the Turkish community, MPs and 
councillors who had supported Omer’s 
case. But the wedding was not to be. The 
celebration went ahead with a tearful bride 
and no bridegroom. Thankfully, Omer was 
later released; his future in Britain is now 
secure. 


Hasbudak case — a 
community issue 


The moral bankruptcy of the Home Office 
is further illustrated by the case of the 
Hasbudak family. Despite a massive 


campaign, supported by local MPs, 
councillors, and spearheaded by the 
William Patten School in Stoke Newington, 
the entire family were deported last April. 

Mr Hasbudak originally came to Britain 
on a six-month visa in 1975. His two 
children, eight-year-old Zeynep and six- 
year-old Fatih, were born here. Right from 
the very start, the case of the Hasbudak 
family was taken up as a community issue. 
The William Patten School, were Zeynep 
and Fatih were pupils, campaigned 
vigorously for the right of the family to stay 
here in Britain. They argued that sending 
the parents back without the children would 
break up the family, and sending the 
children to a country they did not know 
would be inhuman. However, this 
reasoning was dismissed by the Home 
Office, who proceeded to deport the entire 
family. Plans are now afoot to take their 
case to the European Court of Human 
Rights. 


Police tactics exposed 


Mr Hasbudak was originally trapped by a 
bogus registered parcel. (This is not an 
unusual tactic, police have gone as far as 
disguising themselves as postmen and 
dustmen in order to entrap suspects). And 
when Mr Hasbudak was deported in April, 
Mrs Hasbudak and her two children were 
forced to go into hiding. They escaped 
further hounding by police because of the 
intervention of a local councillor who 
managed to secure a promise from the 
Home Office that they would be allowed to 


conclude their business and their farewells 
in Britain without harassment. The role of 
Hackney’s police in apprehending the 
Hasbudak family has caused considerable 
anger. Ironically, Hackney — where most 
of these arrested workers live — has been 
undergoing a massive police public relations 
exercise in recent months, aimed at young 
people and at promoting the image of a 
friendly police force concerned about 
family issues. ‘‘We are pretty annoyed 
about the amount of effort the police put 
into splitting up this family’? commented 
councillor Brynley Heavan, chair of 
Hackney’s police committee. 


Turkish groups too left 
wing? 

In addition to this harassment of the 
Turkish community, radical Turkish 
organisations are now becoming the subject 
of attack from the satirical magazine 
Private Eye. It recently carried two articles 
criticising the GLC and other local borough 
councils for funding Turkish groups 
opposed to the right-wing military 
dictatorship in Turkey. According to the 
magazine, ‘‘the Metropolitan police have 
been following Private Eye’s information 
regarding the Iscinen Sesi group . . . with 
great interest.’’ Meanwhile the Union of 
Turkish Workers reports two mysterious 
break-ins to its premises. Nothing was 
stolen, but files and information stored in 
the building were found in a disordered 
state. 





In support of the GLC’s Anti-racist Year, CARF is launching a media monitoring project, financed by the Greater 
London Council, to campaign against racism in the national and local press. We would like to hear of any work 
already being done by local groups to combat racism in the media. ‘Between the lines’ is being expanded to 


include work done by the project. 


IMMIGRATION: THE DAILY 
MAIL’S DOUBLE STANDARDS 


The newspaper that brought us 
Zola Budd has had a busy year. 

First, it had to outflank American 
competitors to acquire its hot property, 
and then engineer the spectacular long 
jump which put the South African at 
the head of the immigration queue. 

During the 10 days that it took to 
make Zola British (nine days longer 
than it took to make her father a 
citizen), the paper worked on her 
image. 


Gliding over the fact that a student of 
political science at Orange Free State 
University might well have a_ political 
thought in her head, it created the picture 
of the ‘barefoot waif’ determined to ‘run 
her heart out for Britain’ who overcame her 
homesickness for her pets and stuffed 
animals by searching for her Cockney 
roots. 

Critics of the Budd transaction have been 
deemed ‘envy-ridden, mean and sour’, 
‘sanctimonious creeps’ who are ‘wretched 


and mean-spirited’ and ‘beneath contempt’ 
— in essence, unpatriotic spoilsports. 

The Budd case is not the only recent 
instance of the Daily Mail using its apparent 
hot line to the Home Office to influence an 
immigration decision. In May, it also pulled 
out the stops for Gail and Rodney Pereira, 
due to be deported as ‘overstayers’. 

On 8 May, it featured a large picture of 
the Pereiras and their small daughter, and 
an article which stressed their Britishness 
and role as model citizens: ‘The Pereiras 
loved their day at the village carnival 
yesterday. It was so British . . . But this is 
no ordinary story of immigration 
difficulties. Ever since they settled in the 
nearby village of Bishop’s Waltham six 
years ago the Pereiras have thrown 
themselves into local life, determined to 
integrate. Twice Mr Pereira played Santa 
Claus for local children.’ 

Ten days later, when the Pereiras made 
their ‘one last desperate appeal to the Home 
Secretary’, the Mail was right behind them, 
urging the Home Office to reconsider its 
decision to deport them. A few days later 


came the pay off — the Pereiras got to stay, 
and gave the Daily Mail the credit for 
reversing the decision. 

What are we to make of the Mail’s 
intervention in this case? It is undoubtedly 
too crude to see it as an answer to critics 
who claim that the paper and Home Office 
would not have put themselves out for Zola 
Budd if she had been a black South 
African. The Mail had, after all, first taken 
an interest in the Pereira case in September 
1983, before it had acquired its stake in the 
runner. A more likely explanation is that 
the Mail was again indulging its ‘patriotic’ 
spirit and flair for image-making. 

At a time when an ‘ordinary story of 
immigration difficulties’ routinely includes 
the police passport swoop, night raids, 
arrests and forced deportation, the Mail has 
pulled off no mean propaganda feat by 
allowing Britain to see itself once more as a 
fair, tolerant and decent society. 

This warm embrace extended to the 
Pereiras by a small English village and a 
newspaper which still evokes memories of 
the support it once gave Mosley’s 


177 








blackshirts has been made possible by the 
fact that the Pereiras posess the ‘right’ 
culture and class credentials: they have the 
‘right’ dress, attitudes and religion. 

While the paper urged ‘compassion’ to be 
shown to the Pereiras and their small 
daughter, it had no similar words for the 
20-year-old widow Afia Begum and her 
small daughter, both of whom were 
ambushed and then deported from Britain 
on 7 May. Afia had no English village 
behind her. In her sari, she remained the 
symbol of the alien ‘other’ who had made 
no real attempt to ‘assimilate’. She was, it 
seems, not enough of an Anglophile to be 
worthy of Home Office compassion. 

The Pereiras, with their flattering respect 
for all things British, are good for the 
national morale. They have nothing in 
common with the black ‘hooligans’ 
lambasted by the Mail for their protest 
against the favouritism shown Zola Budd. 
Black, as the Daily Mail clearly recognises, 
is not a biological category, but a political 
colour. 


BETWEEN 
THE 
LINES 


“The slave trade has its positive aspects. 


The descendants, at least of those who 
survived the Middle Passage, are so 
much better off today than their African 
kin that the question of whether 
Wilberforce did the African race a 
service is really one of time scale.” 

John Vincent in his review of Peter 
Fryer’s Staying Power, Sunday Times, 
13.5.84. 


Det. Chief Insp. R.P. Morgan reported 
as follows about his recent visit to South 
Africa. 





“Il most certainly did not get the 
impression that it was a police state, but 
they do have the responsibility of 
enforcing the laws of the land . .. | only 
wish | had more time to spend with the 
South African Police as they gave me a 
tremendous welcome. Let me assure you 
that at this time there is no danger, the 
climate and scenery is beautiful and if 
you wish to visit the SAP please contact 
me and | will give you details.” 

‘The SAP through the Eyes of a 
Bobby’, Servamus, April 1983, reprinted 
from the Welsh Police Magazine. 


How the press viewed the resignation 
of Inspector Peter ‘Nig Nogs’ Johnson: 
“The words are unpleasant but harmless. 
They occur a thousand times a day in 
conversation.”’ The Sun, 28.5.84. 


“Nig Nog is not a term of abuse. . . In 
the real world it is almost an affectionate 
description used all the time by people 
who are in no evil way racist.” 

Sunday Telegraph, 27.5.84. 





Below we print a recent letter from black 
prisoner Shujaa Moshesh (formerly Wesley 
Dick), who is presently serving an 18-year 
sentence. 


“T’m into the last day of a three-day hunger 
strike. It is a protest against the certifying of 
Cirus Noor, the brother who was active in the 
Colin Roach campaign and was a member of 
Stoke Newington and Hackney Defence 
Campaign. Since Cirus was convicted and given 
a 28-month sentence last December, he has come 
into conflict with the authorities several times. 
He was beaten up in Pentonville and again when 
he was moved to Wandsworth, and he has been 
forcibly drugged. Three months ago he had more 
trouble in Wandsworth after he and other 
prisoners demonstrated against the conditions 
there. 


Mental Hospital 


The latest move by the authorities is to have him 
certified mad by prison doctors. He will soon be 
in a mental hospital, if he is not in one already. 
By having him certified, the authorities have 
changed his 28-month sentence into an indefinite 
term. He was due to be released in December, 
but now he does not know when he will be free — 
if ever. It is for this reason why I’m on the 
hunger strike. It is only a symbolic protest, it 
cannot help Cirus in a practical way, but at least 
it is a gesture of support for him. It also shows 
the authorities that they cannot continue their 
racist policies of dumping black prisoners in 
madhouses without protest from concerned 
_ fellow-prisoners. 

I have heard of several guys being ‘nutted off’, 
as prisoners call it, but in reality it is hard to find 
out what is happening. A guy can be on the wing 
and suddenly disappear and nobody can find out 
where he has gone. Months later, the news filters 
back, ‘Oh him, he went to Broadmoor’, or 
Rampton or Park Lane or some other mental 
hospital. Even then, there is little chance of 
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discovering the truth. It can only be assumed that 
he went to one madhouse or another, because if 
he had been transferred to an ordinary prison he 
would have been positively sighted and the word 
would have passed along the so-called grapevine. 

The problem with most of the black guys who 
are ‘nutted off’ is that usually they have been 
deserted by family and friends, so there is 
nobody to protect their interests or fight on their 
behalf. This means that they can easily be made 
to disappear without trace into the paranoic 
environment of Insanity 200. (There is a wing in 
Broadmoor in which 75 per cent of the inmates 
are black — it is popularly known by the screws 
and white inmates as Monkey House). 

It is only when certain cases come to light and 
become well known, such as when Steve 
Thompson was sent to Rampton from Gartree 
five days before he was due to be released, that 
one gets an indication of how easy it is for the 
authorities to certify people. It goes without 
saying that black people are proportionally over- 
represented in madhouses, just as we are in 
prisons. Racism guarantees our numbers remain 
high in both types of institution and the transfer 
rate between prisons and mental hospitals can be 
assumed to be just as high. 


Defiant tendencies 


The controllers seek out what they consider to be 
deviant tendencies in black prisoners, then use 
the deviance as an excuse to lock them away 
indefinitely in mental hospitals. In Steve’s case, 
his deviant tendency was Rastafarianism. This 
did not appeal to the snow white Christian 
consciences of the prison doctors. They thought 
he was a black culture freak, diagnosed the poor 
guy as schizophrenic, and before he knew what 
had hit him he had been drugged, had his locks 
cut off, taken on a fast ride and woke up in 
Rampton. I hope the SNHDC protest loud and 
long about Cirus, he needs all the public support 
he can get.”’ 


Staying Power: the history of black 
people in Britain 

By Peter Fryer (London, Pluto, 1984) 
£9.95 paper 


Peter Fryer’s book is a long overdue 
monument to three centuries of black 
struggle in Britain against a 
dehumanising and vicious white 
racism. Using a wide range of archival 
sources Fryer has chronicled the black 
presence in Britain from Roman times 
to the uprisings of 1981. Fryer 
describes the multitude of ways that 
black people ‘‘have asserted their 
humanity, dignity and individuality in 
the teeth of racist beliefs and 
practices’’ — and in the process he 
pieces together a picture of daily life 
lived by black people whose enduring 
achievement was survival in hostile 
circumstances. 

Two-thirds of the text concerns the 
period before 1833 when slavery was 
abolished in the British empire. Fryer ° 
rightly considers the ‘‘rise of English 
racism’’ to be central to the book. Here, he 
goes over some familiar ground, but also 
presents us with little known primary source 
material. But there are certain crucial gaps 
in his discussion of the emergence of 
English ‘racism’ (he uses the word, as 
opposed to personal race prejudice, to 
denote a systematic ideology which justifies 
white political and economic domination). 
He does not refer to the pioneering role in 
the development of English racism played 
by Ireland: from the 12th century the 
English had stereotyped the Irish as lazy, 
irrational, ignorant, violent, but still good- 


natured children with a natural bent toward 
song and dance; children who would one 
day thank the civilising English for the theft 
of their land. Neither does he pay enough 
attention to the way the stages of capitalist 
development (from mercantile, to 
industrial, to finance) fostered shifts in 
ideological nuance. And, in his eagerness to 
outline the presence within the 19th and 
20th centuries of an anti-racist tradition, 
Fryer often cites examples to substantiate 
his argument that really do not bear up to 
closer examination. 

But in spite of these shortcomings, Mr 
Fryer’s book remains readable and rich in 
information. When he reaches the 20th 
century he provides vivid accounts of the 


riots of 1919 and 1948, giving emphasis to 
the role of the police in spearheading the 
violence in order to destroy black people’s 
“capacity to defend themselves.’’ He 
painstakingly presents material about black 
activities and organisations between the 
World Wars, commenting that whether 
moderate in aims (Moody’s League of 
Coloured Peoples) or radical (various 
bodies formed by the Pan Africanists 
Padmore, James, Makonnen, and Wallace- 
Johnson) their organisers shared an 
important principle: they ‘‘took good care 
to keep control of their own 
organisations.’? The book is considerably 
less detailed in its coverage of the years 
following the arrival in 1948 of Jamaican 


settlers aboard the Empire Windrush. 
Because this period is better known, Fryer 
confines himself to a brief outline of the 
leading features of institutional racism, and 
a description of police harassment of the 
black community. 

The 200 pages which follow this last 
chapter may prove to be the book’s most 
valuable contribution to the study of black 
history. These pages consist of lengthy and 
suggestive footnotes and appendices which 
almost certainly will be drawn upon by 
writers concerned to develop some of 
Staying Powers’s themes, or redress the 
book’s shortcomings. Peter Fryer and 
Pluto Press are to be thanked for helping 
point them in the right direction. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 





LONDON RACE 
VIOLENCE 


We have referred elsewhere in this issue 
to the increase in racist attacks in 
London. The catalogue of violence 
makes frightening reading. 


Tower Hamlets 


An escalation in stabbings, intimidation 
and harassment of Asians, especially 
isolated families living on council estates, 
has occurred recently, epitomised by the 
rash of attacks in Stepney since the end of 
April. Gangs of up to 50 racist white 
youths, with the help of neighbours, have 
been terrorising Asian households. Police 
response has ranged from indifference to 
active hostility (for instance, being quick 
off the mark to blockade and search a 
minibus belonging to an Asian youth 
organisation on the grounds of ‘‘suspected 
vigilantes carrying offensive weapons’’). 
Where, due to police inaction, private 
prosecutions have been brought, the Asian 
victims have themselves been threatened 
with criminal charges — for defending 
themselves! 


Newham 


In recent months, in addition to numerous 
cases of abuse and attacks against black 
people and their homes, there have been 
several near fatal attacks (see ‘Racist 
assaults misreported’). 


South-east London 


In Lewisham and Greenwich, there have 
been a number of serious attacks on black 
people and, in Greenwich in particular, an 
increase in racist attacks on council estates. 
In Lewisham, a fascist attack on a GLC 
stall resulted in the stallholder being 
severely coshed. Racist attacks in Deptford 


and Catford have sharply increased. In 
May, an Asian man was the victim of a 
vicious attack in Woolwich in the course of 
which his eyes were gouged out. There have 
also been organised fascist attacks on Asian 
students at Thames Polytechnic. 


@ For further information contact: East 
London Campaign Against the Police Bill, 
c/o 273 Forest Gate, E7. 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST RACIST LAWS 


CARL have produced a broadsheet Here to 
Stay! to encourage trade unionists to 
campaign against deportations and racist 
laws. The broadsheet, suitable for display 
on union noticeboards and workplace sales, 
costs 10p (reductions for bulk orders) and is 
available from CARL, 56 Edithna Street, 
London SW9 9JP. 


IMMIGRATION WIDOW’S CAMPAIGN is 
working to spread information about the 
way in which immigration rules cause 
family separation and discriminate against 
women. New rules particularly affect low 
income and black families and affect 
women who have a right to live here 
bringing in their husbands and families. 
For further information about the campaign 
contact: Immigration Widow‘s Campaign, c/o 
7131/2 Upper Street, London N17 10P. (Tel 
01-354 0133 or 607 2461). 


LETTERS 





Dear Searchlight, 

It doesn’t seem to occur to your writer that 
Walter Williams, who is a black person, might be 
genuinely concerned to improve the welfare of 
other blacks. 

When the left stops talking as if it is (sic) a 
monopoly of social concern and starts to deal 
properly with the arguments of the New Right, it 
might recover the intellectual initiative. As it is, 
you fall in the absurdity of calling Walter 
Williams, a black man, ‘‘a racist’’. 

Against the list of things that Walter Williams 
is supposed to have missed, I point to one crucial 
thing you do not mention. Walter Williams is in 
favour of a negative income tax that would 
prevent the wages of the unemployed drifting 
down towards subsistence levels, but provide a 
better and simpler welfare system than the one 
we have at present. 

Yours sincerely, 

David Graham 

Executive Producer, Diverse Reports 


Racist assaults 
misreported 


Racist attacks in London are on the 
increase — yet little attention is paid to 
this in the local press. This is hardly 
surprising. Journalists tend to base 
their stories on information taken 
direct from police files and reports. So 
press coverage reflects police priorities. 
And police are well-known for denying 
the racist motive of an attack. Police 
also tend to turn attention away from 
racism by inventing fictitious motives 
such as robbery. 

On 5 May 1984, Mr Gangha Dharvan was 
attacked by two white youths outside the 
Tropicana Wine Bar in East Ham and 
beaten so badly that it is feared he might 
never work again. The Newham Recorder 
(25.5.84), which got its information from 
the police, reported that the youths 
demanded money and implied that the 
motive for the attack was robbery. In fact, 
no money was demanded and a letter sent 
by the Newham Monitoring Project to the 
local police criticises them further for 
failing to take a statement from Mr 
Dharvan. 

In another incident, later that same 
night, another Asian man was attacked by 
two white youths in Burgess Road. Mr 
Perera, who was stabbed four times, 
required emergency treatment and was 
lucky he did not die. The Newham 
Recorder, quoting an East Ham CID 
officer, reported that the attack occurred 
after the youths had demanded money of 
Mr Perera. This was not true. Again the 
local police failed to take a statement from 
the victim, even though Mr Perera was 
adamant that he could identify the youths if 
he saw them again. 

Newham police have since apologised to 
members of the Newham Monitoring 
Project for this ‘‘misreporting’’. They say 
the reports are a mistake and that they will 
be making a statement to this effect to the 
Newham Recorder. However the Newham 
Monitoring Project are still far from happy. 
How can the police make such a mistake 
they ask? In their view the police have been 
too busy contradicting each other to supply 
any satisfactory explanations. 
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area round-up 


yam aavevahdal \amalelamch'Z:1ivr-lan cme: (ererele lane 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 





RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Child scalded in attack 


Five-year-old Shibli Islam nearly lost the sight of 
an eye when scalding water was poured through a 
letterbox. She was visiting friends and playing 
the in the hall when there was a knock at the 
door. As she looked up, water was poured all 
over her. Police commented that it was a 
particularly nasty attack and said they had 
interviewed a 14-year-old boy in connection with 
the incident. (Birmingham Post 31.5.84.) 


Ipswich 


Confrontations last summer between black and 
white youths at a youth club led to a 20-year-old 
black man being cornered in a dead-end street 
and attacked: by a group of 30 white youths — 
some of whom were armed with sticks. Seven 
youths were given conditional discharges. (East 
Anglican Daily Times 1.5.84.) 


Baby showered with glass 


A stone was hurled through the window of an 
Asian family’s house in Kidderminster and their 
youngest child showered with splinters of glass in 
the latest in a series of racially-motivated attacks. 
Mr and Mrs Ahmed have had their windows 
smashed and burning paper has been pushed 
through their letter-box. Local police said a 
number of people had been interviewed in 
connection with the attack. (Birmingham 
Evening Mail 24.5.84.) 


Attacked at disco 


One Asian man needed eighteen stitches and 
another seven to head wounds when they were set 
upon by a man brandishing a razor-like knife. 
The attacker — who admitted he had drunk 20 
pints of lager — said he thought the two men 
were about to take a mini-cab he had ordered. 
(Hampstead & Highgate Express 11.5.84.) 


Family forced to leave home 


An Asian family of four have been forced to 
leave their home because of racist attacks, only a 
week after they had moved in. Previous Asian 
families in Chestnut Grove, South Ealing, have 
suffered a similar fate. Police were praised by the 
family for their swift response to this attack. 
They spent a night of observation in the hope 
that it will warn off further attacks. The family 
are meanwhile staying with friends as they fear 
serious attacks on their two young children. 
(Southall Gazette 18.5.84.) : 


Croydon report on racism 


The overall level of racial harassment in Croydon 
has declined, but incidents of racially-motivated 
attacks are regularly reported to the local CRC 
office, according to evidence compiled for an all- 
London report recently published by the Greater 
London Council. Local CRC officials also 
looked at local authority services and policing 
and urged the borough to adopt a policy of 
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monitoring their services. (Croydon Advertiser 
18.5.84.) : 


Anti-racists picket police 


Over 50 people protested against racist attacks in 
a picket outside Forest Gate police station in east 
London. The picket was organised by a number 
of groups and they also argued for the right of 
youths to defend themselves against attacks. 
(Newham Recorder 3.5.84.) 


DEPORTATIONS 





Afia Begum 


Afia Begum — who was in hiding from police for 
over a year — has been deported with her two 
year-old daughter. 21 people who demonstrated 
at Heathrow airport against her deportation were 
arrested. (The Times 7.5.84.) 30 Asian women 
were refused admission to the European 
Parliament for two hours until the Labour group 
leader and other Labour MEPs intervened. They 
were members of the Sari Squad who were 
seeking support for Afia Begum. (Guardian 
23.5.84.) 


Husband to be deported 


The Indian-born husband of an English woman 
lost his battle to remain in the country after 
police arrested him at their home in Gloucester. 
His wife had won a stay of execution for him 
after he was to be deported last October. Mr 
Bham first came to Britain in 1977, but then 
returned to look after his sick grandmother. 
When he came back he was told he was only 
entitled to temporary readmission. A Home 
Office spokesman said he was being deported 
because he made a faise claim that he was the son 
of a legal immigrant, when in fact he was only 
the nephew. (Morning Star 12.5.84) 


POLICE 





Dentist harassed and abused 


Lord Pitt of Hampstead told the House of 
Lords, during the second reading of the Police 
Bill, how his dentist had been insulted by police 
and his complaints dismissed, The dentist was 
gardening at his surgery over the Easter holiday 
when police jumped over a wall and approached 
him aggressively. They received a 999 call which 
had said a suspected burglar was on the premises. 
When the dentist said he was the owner of the 
property and also a magistrate, they replied: 
“You black peopie are always breaking into 
houses around the area.’’ It was only the arrival 
of a neighbour which prevented him being taken 
to the police station. When the dentist said he 
would be reporting them, one of them replied, 
‘‘Here take my number. Report me. By God you 
are lucky not to be taken to the station’’. Later, 
the dentist spoke to an inspector at Lewisham 
police station about the incident, but he did not 
accept his complaints and replied, ‘‘I do not need 
the sympathy of black criminals, you should be 
glad not to be taken to the cell for the night.”’ A 
year later, the Police Complaints Board said 
there were no grounds for disciplinary action 
since there was no independent evidence to refute 
the officers’ denials. (House of Lords Hansard 
Vol 452 no 130 4.6.84.) 


Inspector quits 


Inspector Peter Johnson, a former senior advisor 
on race relations at the Home Office, has retired 
eight years early following a speech in which he 
referred to black people as ‘‘nig nogs’’. The 
Police Federation disassociated itself from his 


remarks but said the financial penalty he would 
suffer as a result of early retirement seemed out 
of proportion to his ‘‘mistake’’. (Guardian 
26.5.84.) 


Police accused of encouraging attacks 


The Community Alliance for Police 
Accountability in Tower Hamlets, east London, 
has criticised Police Commander Malcolm 
Ferguson for being cowardly in his approach to 
dealing with racial violence in the area. The 
group accuses police of inaction and unconcern 
— they ignored a 15-year-old Asian boy who lay 
bleeding after an attack by white youths and 
turned away witnesses to an attack on a Bengali 
women who was hit with a brick. CAPA say the 
police are condoning racial violence and 
therefore also encouraging it, since racists see 
they can get away with it. (East London 
Advertiser 18.5.84.) 


Police racism monitored 


Police forces in England and Wales are keeping 
records of all complaints of racism against 
officers as part of a Home Office policy to 
monitor attacks on ethnic groups.,(7he Times 
28.5.84.) x 


CHECKS 





Guidelines for GPs 


Tough guidelines on the treatment of overseas 
patients by family doctors, dentists and opticians 
have been imposed by Norman Fowler, Social 
Services Secretary. The guidelines do not impose 
charges but lay down rules on how much 
treatment should be given. ‘Immediately 
necessary treatment’, which is defined as 
essential treatment which cannot be delayed, is 
referred to, but practitioners may be asked to 
justify unusual prescriptions. Doctors are also 
advised that ‘‘there is no objection to offering 
private treatment’’. (Guardian 24.5.84.)_ 
Cirus Noor e 

22 year-old Cirus Noor, who was actively 
involved in the Colin Roach Campaign and is 
now serving a prison sentence after it was said he 
had attempted to throw a petrol-bomb at Stoke 
Newington police station, has threatened the 
Prison Department with legal action after a 
decision was made to certify him and commit 
him to a mental hospital under section 47 of the 
Mental Health Act. Noor’s solicitor, Mr Brian 
Raymond, said that on a recent visit Noor 
appeared to be ‘‘quite lucid and composed’’, but 
added ‘‘the only thing that was in any way 
strange about him was he appeared to be a little 
sedated.’’ Mr Raymond said it was quite clear 
that Noor was in conflict with the prison 
authorities while he was awaiting trial from April 
to December last year, and after he was 
sentenced. A Prison Department spokesperson 
said the date of his release would now be a matter 
for the hospital. (Guardian 21.5.84.) 


COURTS 





Junior Service 


Reggae singer and musician Junior Service was 
fined £40 for possession of a small amount of 
cannabis, but the charge of being in possession 
of an offensive weapon was dropped and a 
verdict of not guilty was recorded. He had 
remained in custody for three weeks, following 
an unsuccessful bail application, though his 
defence counsel had said Service was terrified of 
remaining in police custody as a result of horrific 
injuries he sustained after he was taken to 
Brixton police station (see Searchlight 108). 
(Wandworth Borough News 11.5.84.) 





